A 


LETTER 


PRINCE OF WALES, 
A SECOND APPLICATION 


PARLIAMENT, 
To diſcharge Debts wantonly contrafted ſince May, 


1787. 


— . UT ¹ 


« His Majeſty could not however expect or deſire the aſſiſtance of this 
Houſe, but on a well-grounded expectation, that the Prince will avoid con- 
tracting any debts in future, and his Majeſty has the ſatisfaction to ob- 
ſerve, that the Prince has given the FULLEST ASSURANCE OF HIS 
DETERMINATION to confine his future expences WITHIN his in- 
come, and has ſettled a plan, and fixed an order to thoſe expences, which it 
was truſted would effectually ſecure the execution of his intentions.“ 


K ing' M:ſſage delivered to the Heuſe of Commons, May, 1787. 


_ 


9 


THE ELEVENTH EDITION, WITH NOTES, 


CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOR, 


London ; 


PRINTED FOR J. OWEN, No. 168, PICCADILLY, FACING 
BOND STREET. 


1795+ 


q 


* 


PREFACE 


T0 


THE ELEVENTH EDITION. 


Ts rapidity with which 
ten full editions of this Letter have been fold, 
demonſtrates to a certainty, that the country, 
indignant at the little regard ſhewn by the 
Prince of Wales to the diſtreſs of the times, 
and to the ſanctity of his own engagements, re- 
ſents with an honeſt, and I truſt an effectual 
warmth, a conduct as impolitic, as it is univer- 
fally felt and acknowledged to be ſhameful and 
iniquitous. 

The queſtion agitated in the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 14th of May, was of the utmoſt 
importance to the internal quiet of the empire, 
and may ultimately affect the life, property, or 
perſonal liberty of every individual in the Britiſh 
dominions ; it has a direct tendency to favor 
the ſanguinary views of thoſe, who wiſh to con- 
vert our night-cellars into revolutionary tribu- 
nals, and to erect guillotines in all our public 
ſquares; even the intereſts of poſterity are in- 
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volved in this unfortunate, this more than in- 
judicious queſtion, and it is impoflible to con- 
demn with too much actimony, the mean and 
corrupt ſervility of thoſe, who would have ſad- 
dled the Nation with the payment of debts 
which the legiſlature has not the right to diſ- 
charge, and which it ought not to have known. 

Thoſe men, ſo faithleſs to their truſt, muſt 
have known; they muſt even have felt, at the 
very moment that they gave their mercenary 
vote, that the meaſure they recommended would 
give irrefiſtible force to the arguments of thoſe, 
who object to the expence, and deny the utility 
of Monarchy. It was their duty to have well 
conſidered the juſtice of the application ; the ex- 
pediency of acceding to it; and above all, whe- 
ther from the temper of the times, and the pe- 
rilous ſtate of the country (vibrating as it 1s, 
and uncertain of the iſſue between deſpotiſm 
and anarchy) the credit and very exiſtence of 
Parliament would not be endangered by com- 
plying with a requeſt which the ſafety as 
well as ſpirit of tbe Conſtitution required 
ſhould be peremptorily rejected? It may 
not have occurred to them perhaps, that, by 
condeſcending to diſcuſs the ſubject of the 
Prince's debts, they have juſtified the clamor 
of thoſe who are the molt. violent in favor of 
democracy, while by aflerting that the Nation 
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was bound to diſcharge thoſe debts, they have 
proved themſelves to be very unthrifty, if not 
very unfaithful ſtewards of the public money. 
The queſtion well analyſed, and reduced to 
plain matter of fact (for this is not a time for 
compliments) was, whether the Prince of Wales 
/hall be allowed to impoveriſh and diſhonor the coun- 
try by profuſion and bad example; whether he ſhall 
be permitted to laviſh, with or without control, the 
property of others * Or, whether the Commons of 
Great Britain, faithful lo themſelves and to their 
conſtituents, would diſcharge the truſt repoſed in 
them like BRITONS, and ſpurn a requeſt which, 
ftript of the forms preſcribed by the conſtitution, is 
neither more, nor leſs than a DEMAND, and a 
demand of fo flagittous a nature, as to leave no doubl, 
in even the moſt ſceptical mind, what we have to 
expect from the puſtice and generoſity of his Royal 
Highneſs, were we unhappily left at the mercy of 
either ? It is our boalt, and certainly our feli- 
city, that we have other and BETTER ſecurities ! 
Pray heaven it may never be neceſſary to recur 
to them !—The report that Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Sheridan intended to vote for the payment of 
debts, contracted in direct violation of a ſolemn 
and poſitive engagement to Parliament, appears 
to have been nearer allied to truth than is con- 
ſiſtent with the obligations which theſe gentle. 
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men voluntarily impoſed upon themſelves, and 
which they ſtood pledged to perform, if their 
repeated declarations to the different popular 
ſocieties, to which they have paid ſervile and 
unremitting court, were ever meant to be rea- 
liſed. The fincerity of their attachment to the 
cauſe of the people, has long been queſtioned ; 
it is now no longer doubtful. Their conduct 
on the 14th of laſt May has decided a contro- 
verſy no otherwiſe intereſting to the nation, 
than from the very little portion of good faith 
and public ſpirit, which unhappily exiſt in the 
country. The opportunity was certainly fa- 
vourable to the recovery of their faded reputa- 
tion, if the rectitude and vigor of their minds 
had been equal to the effort; but they were ap- 
prehenſive of appearing, not in the engaging 
and amiable light of wiſe and faithful counſel- 
lors to his Royal Highneſs, but as accomplices 
in the ſhameful prodigality which has degraded 
him in the opinion of thoſe, who would much 
rather have cauſe to adore, than to execrate 
him, and who are grieved to behold him brought 
forward, not in the exalted and enviable cha- 
racter of heir apparent to the Britiſh diadem ; 
not as a Prince entitled to eſteem, reverence, 
and affection ; but as an unworthy mendicant, 
to relieve whoſe neceſſities, our pockets are re- 
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juctantly and diſdainfully opened! The Houſe 
of Commons has indeed voted an eſtabliſhment 
as unprecedented as it is unmerited; but has the 
nation concurred in the vote? | will take upon 
me to declare in the negative l will even aſ- 
ſert, that the public voice (and on no occaſion 
was it ever more in uniſon with policy and juſ- 
tice!) is decidedly againſt it. The advocates 
for parliamentary reform may now contend: 
more vehemently than ever, and with unanſwer- 
able arguments, for the immediate and abſolute 
neceſſity of cleanſing the Augean ſtable, before 
its accumulated and peſtilential filth, contami- 
nates, abſorbs, and totally deſtroys the little 
ſtock of public virtue which remains in the 
country !—No wonder that one of the gentle- 
men, who has partaken of the profuſion at 
Carleton Houle, kept aloof from the danger 
that menaced his popularity; his patriotiſm 
(lame and defective) halted on the day of trial, 
between the Heir Apparent and the People; for 
the gentleman has courted both, and having 
pledged himſelf to both, would no doubt have 
been happy with either ;—were other dear 
charmer away, | | 


But while they both teazed him together, 
To neither a «word would he ſay. 
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His friend and patron, more manly and cor: 
rect in ſentiment and conduct, faced the danger, 
and deprecated the diſcuſſion of a queſtion fo 
diſreputable to the Prince, and hazardous in 
its conſequences to the nation. 

Every man could judge of the impreſſion it 
would make on the public mind, by what 
he felt himſelf; there was not an indivi- 
dual in the kingdom that did not execrate the 
application, or regret that it was made, and 
either ſentiment is a ſuffi ient proof, that it 
was extremely unjuſt or extremely impolitic. 
The concluſion is obvious and cannot be miſ- 
taken. How far the gentlemen abovemen- 
tioned are implicated in the guilt and profuſion 
of Carleton Houſe, 1s needleſs to enquire. 
Their ſun, in all probability, 1s ſet for ever, 
and it would appear malicious to purſue them 
below the horizon. Diſpoſed, however, as I am 
to treat with ſilent contempt the ſuſpicious, 
not to ſay perfidious abſence of one of them 
trom his duty 1n parliament, I cannot but ad- 
mire the happy dexterity of the other, who, in 
paying court at the ſame time to his Royal 
Highneſs and the People, worſhipped at once 
both God and Mammon ! Inſtead of that elo- 
quence which has ſo often cozened our judg- 
ment, and raviſhed our deluded ſenſes, being 
exerted with all its force and ingenuity to reſcue 
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the treaſury from premeditated rapine; inſtead of 
its being diſplayed in all its bewitching ſplendor, 
to illumine, convert and captivate a ſhameleſs ſe- 
nate to a ſenſe of honor and of duty; inſtead of its 
majeſtic thunder, provoked by outrage, and ag- 
gravated by audacity, reverberating from one 
extremity of the empire to the other; inſtead 
of reprobating, as heretofore, with all the vehe- 
mence of a mind ardent in its purſuits, and in 
love with right, a' wanton expenditure of the 
public money, or any addition to the aggravated 
burthens which oppreſs and diſcourage induſtry, 
we find its vigor, brilliancy, candor, and appa- 
rent rectitude, exchanged for infipidity, dul- 
neſs, fallacy, and evaſion; while the wretched 
effects of a vicious education, confirmed by long 
habics, and which intereſt and ambition (under 
the deceitful veil of mock-patriotiſm) had for 
ſome time concealed' from vulgar obſervation, 
appeared in all their genuine baſeneſs and de- 
formity ! Never did the Houſe of Commons 
(accuſtomed and reconciled as it is to ſophiſms, 
tergiverſations, contradictions and abſurdities) 
hear a ſpeech ſo little calculated to anſwer its 
deluſive purpoſes; it was artful, but could not 
impoſe ; inſtead of giving hope or ſatisfaction 
to either party, it diſcouraged, offended, and 
diſguſted both. Ir gave us the idea of Cunning 
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outwitting herſelf by the nicety of refinement, 
and the only part which gentlemen were diſ- 


poſed to condemn the leaft, was that which re- 
commended a mode leſs tedious for diſcharging. 


the debts of the Prince of Wales, than that 
ſuggeſted by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; the motive to which, perhaps, was com- 
paſſion to the hapleſs object of the debate, 
in order that the recollection of the inſult and 
wrong ſo audaciouſly offered to the nation, 
might be the ſooner effaced from its memory. 
Mr. Fox, inſenſible to the intereſts of thoſe, 
whoſe cauſe he would be thought to eſpouſe ; 
regardleſs of his ſolemn and repeated promiſes 
ro his conſtituents ; forgetful at once of his duty, 
his country, and himſelf, deſcends to accelerate 
by ſubterfuge, trick, and colluſion, what he 
publicly affects to condemn ! And is this a pro- 
per perſon to be entruſted with the adminiſtra- 
tion of a great empire? Is this the man“, who, 


* That the various deſcriptions of people who have at- 
tached themſelves to the fortunes of Mr. Fox, with a view 
to the improvement of their own, ſhould inſinuate that the 
Author of this Letter is a Miniſterial Scribbler, becauſe he 
has cenſured the conduct of Oppoſition, has nothing in it to 
ſurpriſe or offend ;—it is perfectly in the order of things, 
that they ſhould draw ſuch an inference ;—it is the common 
and diſgraceful logic of all parties, and appertaining no leſs to 
the faction in power, than to that which is out; there is no 
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with his difgraceful hiſtory ſtrong in our recol- 


lection, aſpires to direct our public councils, 
and on whoſe admiſſion into office every depart- 


doubt but it will be made uſe of by both; without the leaſt re- 
gard either to fact or decency whenever it ſuits their reſpective 
intereſts. The attempt that has been made to diſcredit 
the following pages, and deſtroy their intended effect, by 
repreſenting the Author as a venal partizan of the Mini- 
ſter, (as if the charge of venality could controvert facts !) 
certainly deſerves notice ; not on account of the Author, for 
he has no ſchemes of perſonal ambition to gratify : He nei: 
ther covets wealth nor popularity, and feels no other ſtimu- 
lus to action, than the love of right; but on this occaſion, 
the cauſe of letters appears to be in ſome degree connected 
with the queſtion of his guilt or innocence, and he hopes, by 
vindicating the purity of his intentions, to reſcue literature 
in ſome ſort, from the contempt and ignomy into which both 
parties ſeem anxious to involve it, in order that it ſhould be 
formidable to neither, and that its exertions in the cauſe of 
truth or freedom, ſhould be without effect. The ſtrong, in- 
ternal evidence of rectitude and independence, which every 
page of this pamphlet offers to the unbiaſſed judgment of 
mankind, would have preſerved the Author from a reproach 
ſo foul and unmerited, if the extreme profligacy of venal 
writers, hired by contending factions to praiſe what they ap- 
prove, and to decry what they condemn, had not thrown a 
general odium on almoſt every ſpecies of political writing. 
The forlorn and hapleſs female, compelled by the perfidy 
of her ſeducer to ſeek refuge from famine and deſpair in the 
reſources of proſtitution, has an excuſe, in her misfortunes, 
for the infamy of her calling, and claims at once, the pity 
and {orgiveneſs of the world! But Man, with numberleſg 
avenues to honeſt, honorable competency before him, and free 
to chuſe! that HE ſhould become a willing proſtitute; a ſlave 
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ment in the State would be inundated with a 
croud of hungry and rapacious expeCtants ; with 


to faction or a pander to authority, is as lamentable as it is 
vile and inexcuſable ! That he, whoſe talents and attainments 
enable him to promote the general happineſs of ſociety, 
ſhould degrade, pervert and facrifice Man's NoBLEST FA= 
CULTY, to ſerve the purpoſes of ſordid avarice and irregular 
ambition—that he ſhould proſtitute thoſe talents and attain- 
ments to the cauſe of faction—and deſcending to flatter guilt 
or imbecillity, become an inſtrument, a mere automaton in 
the hands of clerks, fitted by nature to the deſks they 
write at, is as incomprehenſible as it is humiliating and of- 
fenſive! Nor is it leſs humiliating and offenſive to reflect, 
that thoſe whoſe duty it is to cheriſh integrity and talents, 
ſhould have an intereſt in debaſing them, and ſeek, in the 
degradation of Literature, the means of 'aggrandizing them- 
ſelves and their dependents, as if their paltry intereſty/ were 
ſuperior to thoſe of the community, or that Government 
was beſt ſupported by trick, fraud and violence ! 

It is full time that Literature ſhould vindicate itſelf from 
the aſperſions of Miniſters, and of their opponents—a rec- 
titude of conduct as well as of intention can alone entitle it 
to reſpect, and this character once eſtabliſhed, it will reſume 
its proper rank in ſociety, and obtain that influence over 
the public mind, which will operate as a check on the arro- 
gant and preſumptuous ignorance of one party, and on the 
ſiniſter and miſchieyous deſigns of the other. 

The Author of the following pages, “ awho/e character, 
habits, and Ianguage, place him equally above the calumny of 
theſe coho are enriched by human calamity, and of theſe who under 
the maſh of patriotiſm wwould throw the nation into anarchy,” feels 
it incumbent on him to declare that it is his firm and unal- 
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an innumerable ſwarm of treaſury, admiralty, 
and bedchamber Lords, emboſſed like bees cla- 
morous to hive, and in whoſe excluſion, the na- 


terable opinion, that an Oppoſition in this country is as ne- 
ceſſary to the preſervation of Liberty, as an Adminiſtration 
is to that of Order ; but he will never conſent to decorate 
with an epithet ſo dignified, the conſpiracy of a few indivi- 
duals, whoſe indiſcriminate oppoſition to every meaſure of 
the Crown is well known, and from melancholy experi- 
ence ! to be nothing more than an intereſted, ſelfiſh conteſt 
for power, for the ſake of the emoluments and patronage of 
office He will never countenance the impudent pretenſions 
of men, who having already deceived the people, have for- 
feited all claim to their confidence, and ought not to be 
truſted ; whoſe ſcandalous and diſhonourable ſcramble for 
places, has brought Oppoſition into diſrepute and contempt, 
from which it can only be extricated by other men coming 
forward with other principles, and with unblemiſhed cha- 
racters Nor is the Author of the following Letter conſcious, 
that any thing he has ever written, can be conſtrued into 
either a fulſome or an unmerited panegyric of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whoſe conduct, capacity and meaſures, 
ſhall when neceſſary be inveſtigated with the ſame freedom 
and inflexible regard to juſtice, which characteriſe this pam- 
phlet. In ſpeaking of him comparatively with Mr. Fox, on 
the ſubject of the unjuſtifiable application to Parliament on 
the part of his Royal Highneſs, to diſcharge debts improvi- 
dently contracted, and in breach of a ſolemn promiſe volun- 
tarily given to the nation, the Author has done nothing 
more than render to the former the juſt tribute of praiſe 
which was due to him; and if the conduct of the two 
gentlemen on that occaſion had been reverſed, the meri 
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tion is intereſted on the ſcore of economy alone, 
independent of a variety of other conſiderations, 
equally obvious and important ? 

Mr. Fox tells us, in excuſe for aſſenting to 
the propoſed increaſe, that he was an adyocate, 
when 1n office, for the enormous addition pro- 
poſed to be made to an eſtabliſhment, which 
every diſpaſſionate man, acquainted with the 
origin and true principles of government, will 
acknowledge to be a very competent, and even 
a very liberal proviſion for the eldeſt ſon of the 
chief magiſtrate, eſpecially when it is recollect- 
ed that he is exempt from all dire& taxes, and 
not compelled to obſerve any ſtate. Mr. Fox, 
aware of the dangerof being thought a partiſan of 
the Prince, or of contending that the natian ought 
to pay his debts, enters into an hiſtorical detail 
of his own munificent intentions towards his 
Royal Highneſs, at thoſe preciſe periods of his 
life, when he appears to haye been the leaſt en- 


(which by the bye is merely negative) would have been ac- 
corded without heſitation to the latter—for the Author of 
this pamphlet 1 1s the laſt man in the world to go to market 
for opinions or applauſe :—He diſdains the unworthy, the 
diſgraceful traffic, and rigidly attached to principles which 
cannot be controverted, he will never condemn Mr. Fox 
when he 1 is in the right, nor lupport Mr. Pitt when he 15 
wrong, 
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ticled to the liberality of the country, and the 
leaſt diſpoſed to have made a proper uſe of it. 

I am unwilling to ſuppoſe, that Mr. Fox an- 
tedates his beneficent intentions towards the 
Prince, in order to avoid an inveſtigation of 
what might ultimately afiect his own credit, and 
at all events degrade his Royal Highneſs {till 
lower, if poſſible, in the public opinion; I ſhould 
be ſorry to queſtion the veracity of a man, whoſe 
talents and attainments I-have been accuſtomed 
from my infancy to admire; whoſe ſplendid 
abilities qualify him for the firſt offices in the 
ſtate, and whoſe amiable and engaging manners 
render his acquaintance a deſirable acquiſition; 
I would not have it thought that I aſſume a fact 
for the malevolent purpoſe of drawing conclu- 
ſions unfavorable to his character; I am incapa- 
ble of ſuch baſeneſs! but, allowing that his al- 
ſent to the enormous eſtabliſhment propoſed by 
Mr. Pitt, was ot an expedient to provide for 
this ſhameful accumulation of debt; admitting 
that his propoſal to compel the Prince to live 
upon a reduced income, until that debt was li- 
quidated, was not an artifice to impoſe upon 
our credulity, and preſerve to himſelf, if poſſible, 
all that remains of a popularity as laboriouſly 
acquired, as it appears to have been prodigally 
{quandered, what does it prove, but that Mr, 
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Fox, at variance with himſelf, and regardleſs of 
that economy which he recommends to thoſe 
whom he has endeavoured to ſupplant, would 
long ſince have plunged the nation into expences 
it can ill afford, and have ſaddled it with an 
eſtabliſhment unneceflarily extravagant? To 
every objection that was made in the debate, 
and to a painful enumeration of facts, at once 
offenſive and diſtreſſing, he gave no other an- 


ſwer, than chat it was requiſite to ſupport the 
ſplendor of the Heir Apparent.” 
The ſplendor of the Heir Apparent ! 
Juſt Heavens ! 


That ever ſuch an excuſe for vice and profli- 


gacy, ſhould have been ſuffered to paſs uncen- 


ſured in a Britiſh Parliament 

I cannot; I will not admit of vague terms 
in argument, and eſpecially when the ſubject 
requires preciſion, Mr. Fox is a man of ob- 
ſervation and reflection, and as his mind is 
naturally inquiſitive and acute, it cannot have 
eſcaped his notice, that example, in faſhion and 


in morals, deſcends from the higher to the lower 


orders in ſociety. Mr. Fox cannot have travel- 
led thus far on his journey through life, with- 
out having acquired a very competent know. 
ledge of the reciprocal duties, and relative con- 
ditions of men living together in ſociety. Tak- 
ing it for granted, that his well-informed 
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mind can receive no additional inſtruction on a 
ſubject, which muſt have occupied a conſidera- 
ble ſhare. of his attention, I will aſk him if he 
does not think, that the ſplendor of princes 1s 
beſt ſupported, not by a piebald aſſemblage of 
uſeleſs valets, decorated with titles or with live- 
ries, but by the rectitude of their conduct, and 
the purity of their manners? I am ſure that he 
muſt agree with me. Would to Heaven that I 
could return the compliment, (for 1 have no 
perſonal hatred to Mr. Fox) and ſubſcribe with 
equal juſtice to his opinions. But he has ob- 
jects in view far different to thoſe of mine, or 
he would never have aſked in the face of par- 
lament and the world, . if they would have the 
Prince of Wales ſet the firſt example of reform?“ 
The very queſtion is an acknowledgment of ei- 
ther guilt or folly, or of both, in his Royal 
Highnels, and the fact admitted, I anſwer in the 
* AFFIRMATIVE. This gentleman, in a ſpeech 
which reflects more credit on his ingenuity than 
on his patriotiſm, aſſerts, . T hat the cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, and even the nation at large, 
Should ſet an example of reform; and that until they 
ſheto a diſpoſition in earneſt to retrench their expen- 
ue habits, it is neither fair nor decent to expect tem- 
ference or economy in his Royal Highueſs!” This 
is granting a long furlough indeed to folly and 
extravagance, and with which, every blockhead 
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and knave in the kingdom will be delighted; 
but is it juſt? and can it be ſaid to come witli 
propriety from the lips of a man who 1s a legif- 
lator! who has formerly filled one of the firſt 
departments in the ſtate, and who (reduced to 
mendicity by the irregularities of a long pro- 
trated youth) 1s at this inſtant maintained by 
ſubſcription? That Mr. Fox ſhould have ha- 
zarded ſuch ſentiments, and have held ſuch lan- 
guage, muſt be matter of aſtomſhment to thoſe 
who have heard him reaſon on other ſubjects, 
and his friends I am ſure muſt lament, that he 
ſhould have loſt an opportunity ſo favourable to 
the recovery of his bankrupt reputation; they 
mult have been hurt, that a man from whom 
better principles and better arguments are ex- 
pected, in atonement for a life of tranſgreſſion, 
ſhould have offered an apology ſo extremely fu- 
tile, and as profligate as it is weak, for the un- 
pardonable exceſſes of Carleton Houſe; they 
muſt have bluſhed at the humiliating and diſ- 
guſting inequalities which appeared in a mind 
fitted for better purpoſes, while the miſerable 
ſhifts to which Vice and Indiſcretion were 
driven, in attempting to conceal their deformi- 
ties, gave Virtue the triumph ſhe deſerves, and 
atoned in ſome degree for the indignity offered 
to morals and good ſenſe. Does Mr. Fox ſpeak 
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of London in its corporate capacity, or as a 
town, containing an innumerable crowd of in- 
habitants promiſcuouſly aſſembled together, who 
have a right to exact, or at leaſt to expect, con- 
formity to their modes, manners, and principles 
from their Sovereign, and the male branches of 
his family, to whom only I have alluded, and in 
whom amendment is required and will not be 
diſpenſed with? Never was an evaſion fo groſsly 
impudent and palpable, preſented to the common 
ſenſe of mankind! Called upon in his public 
function to condemn, what in his private cha- 
racer he has countenanced and connived at, no 
wonder that the gentieman ſhould appear auk- 
ward and ill at eaſe! his ſituation was certainly 
diſtreſſing, and feeling for the wounded honor of 
the Prince, it was natural that he ſhould feel for 
Ins own. 

But aukward and ill at eaſe as he muſt neceſ- 
ſarily have felt; diſtreſſed as he muſt have been 
by the vote he was called upon to give, and 
which, to whatever fide it leant, would tend 
equally to his ſhame and conviction, I am aſto- 
niſhed at his daring to inquire, if gentlemen would 
ſelect his Royal Highneſs for the firſt example of re- 
form, and, in ſome fort, for puniſhment*? Yes! 
_ © Vide the ſpeech of Mr. Fox, as reported in the Morn 
ing Chronicle, on Friday, May 15, 1795, 
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moſt undoubtedly, his Royal Highneſs ought 
to be ſelected for the firſt example of reform, and 
in ſome ſort, for puniſhment, becauſe he ſet a bad 
example when it was incumbent on him, as Heir 
Apparent, to have ſet a good one. It is a poor 
and contemptible excuſe, unworthy of his 
pride and underſtanding, to fay that the times 
are corrupt. They are indeed moſt lamentably 
ſo; but I will take upon me to aſſert, that how- 
ever bad the morals of the country were, when 
his Royal Highneſs deſcended from the nur- 
ſery, that he has contributed to make them much 
worſe, The ſhare he has had in relaxing thoſe 
ligaments which unite and bind men together, 
and which are the eaſieſt, and to a certainty the 
beſt ſecurities for their mutual integrity towards 
each other, requires, that his Royal Highneſs * 
ſhould be the firſt to ſet an example of reform; 
and if, by exerciſing the virtue of ſelf-denial, 
Mr. Fox means puni/bment, I aver, that every re- 
trenchment the Prince ſhall think proper to 
make, will tend to reſtore to him that ſhare in 
our affections, which he has unhappily loſt by 
miſconduct. It will be an amende honorable; 
the only one in his power to make, and which 
he owes to the nation whoſe property he has 
ſquandered, and whoſe morals he has inſulted. 
To theſe conſiderations, which a life of thought- 
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leſs diſſipation has rendered perſonally applica- 
ble to the Prince, may be added others not leſs 
obvious and important; and theſe are the obli- 
gations he is under, from his elevated rank, to 
ſet a good example, and to abſtain from what- 
ever tends to propagate vice and immorality. It 
was the duty of thoſe with whom he affociated 
in earlier life, to have informed him, that the 
inferior orders of mankind take their mora!s and 
their manners from their ſuperiors, and that the 
example of the former, never influence the con- 
duct of the latter. 

When the indecency of contracting debts in 
breach of a ſolemn promiſe was urged, when the 
nature and complexion of thoſe debts, and the 
impertinence of calling upon the Public to fulfil 
the engagements of vice and folly were com- 
mented upon, Mr. Fox obſerved a profound 
ſilence; there was nothing to revolt or (ſhock 
his feelings in the turpitude that involved his 
Royal Highneſs in difficulties; there was no- 
thing ſcandalous or offenſive in the violation of 
that word which ought to be held as ſacred as 
religion! neither could Mr. Fox, watchful as a 
lynx over all the other diſburſements of public 
money, diſcover either prodigality, miſchief, or 
breach of truſt to the nation, in voting a conſi- 
derable portion of its property, to diſcharge the 
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debts of a man, who muſt bluſh, if he has any 
ſhame, to the laſt moment of his exiſtence, at 
having contrafted them! Mr. Fox gets rid of 
the complicated infamy of the buſineſs, by aſ- 
ſerting, that he was, when 1n office, for allow- 
ing his Royal Highneſs an annual income of 
one hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds, 
but that he was over-ruled in the cabinet. 
What is this, but a poſitive and direct confeſ- 
fion, that his colleagues, more faithful to the 
nation than himſelf, were better guardians of the 
public money? What is it, in fact, but acknow- 
ledging that Mr. Pitt, more frugal and œcono- 
mical, is more worthy of truſt? that he has ſaved 
to the country by his arrangement, ſomething 
more than half a million; while Mr. Fox, if 
Bis counſels had been attended to, at a time 
when the Heir Apparent certainly“ did not dif- 


fer in political opinions from his Majeſty's Mini- 


feers*,” would have laviſhed upwards of ſeven 
hundred thouſand pounds of the public money 
on a prodigal, whoſe preſent embarraſſments 


would not have been prevented, either by the 


ſervile complaiſance of the miniſter, or the miſ- 


applied bounty of the nation? This ſaving, 
immenſe as it is, may however be the leaſt part 
of the obligations which we owe to the collea- 


* Vide the ſpeech of Mr. Fox on the 14th, or 18th of May. 
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gues of Mr. Fox in the firſt inſtance, and to the 
prudent management of Mr. Pitt in che ſecond. 
Our obligations to both may go to an extent 
which ſets calculation at defiance, if we ſeriouſ- 
ly contemplate the miſchiefs which might have 
reſulted to the kingdom, if Carleton Houſe, at 
the time of the Regency, had poſſeſſed the 
means of addreſſing itſelf more effectually to the 
venal and neceſſitous herd, who are known to 
vote on the ſame principle that the Swiſs fight, 
and who are to be bought and ſold like ſheep in 
Smithfield market. If the partiſans of the Prince 
ſhould imprudently urge the diſcuffion of a queſ- 
tion which every friend to the conſtitution moſt 
ſincerely wiſhes had never been agitated, it may 
not be uſeleſs to inquire how much of the pre- 
ſent debt was contracted at that lamentable pe- 
riod, for the purpoſe of rewarding the mean 
and perfidious apoſtacy of thoſe, who deſerted 
their Sovereign in the moment of affliction? No 
doubt but both theſe deſcriptions of men have 
had a conſiderable portion of the ſpoil; and we 
know to a certainty, that the editor and propri-- 
etor of the Morning Poſt inſiſted on ample ſe. 
curity, for the punctual payment of the money 
and annuity for which that paper was fold, be- 
fore he would transfer his ſhare in a proſtitute 
print to his royal ſucceſſor. I do not wiſh to 
bear hard upon the gentlemen, whoſe counſels 
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at that period, are faid to have influenced his 
Royal Highneſs. It is very probable that a too 
rigid ſcrutiny into the tranſactions of thoſe days, 
would lead to a diſcovery not much to their ho- 
nor; and apprehenſive of the danger, they have 
preferred riſking that credit with the nation to 
which they aſpire, to an expoſure of facts 
which would prove how very much their prin- 
ciples and their profeſſions are at variance; that 
having had a ſhare in the diffipations of the 
Prince, it is incumbent on them to extricate his 
Royal Highneſs from difficulties in which they 
have contributed to involve him; and that, ac- 
complices in the guilt and folly which have 
excited a ferment throughout the nation, they 
are bound to vote for the diſcharge of a debt, 
every item of which is a diſgrace to the moral 
character of the man who contracted it. Ad- 
mitting theſe facts, for I am not inclined to 
diſpute them, and allowing that for the fake of 
conſiſtency, blended perhaps with a wiſh to 
partake again of the feſtivities at Carleton 
Houſe, they cannot abandon the Prince in his 
greateſt need, I have only to hope that neither 
of them in future, will have the impertinence to 
boaſt of their patriotiſm and public virtue, or 
to claim the confidence of the people, whoſe 
credulity they have abuſed, and whole intereſts 
they ſeem willing to ſacrifice. * 
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THE READER. 


THE following pages were ſent from Hamp- 
ſhire by the poſt to the Publiſher, accompanied 
by a requeſt that he would inſtantly get them 
printed, On receiving this requiſition, he re- 
ſolved to relinquiſh the deſign he had formed 
of reprinting ſome letters addreſſed to the Prince 
of Wales in 1784, under the fignature of Nep- 
tune, and which were at that time extremely 
popular; but finding, on a re-peruſal, that they 
contained matter well worthy the attention of 
his Royal Highneſs, and which (by omitting 
ſome circumſtances applicable to the politics of 
the day) might be acceptable to thoſe, who eſ— 
timate*the itnportance of Princes, not by their 
tithes, but their virtues, and who reverence, 
men for their good qualities, rather than for 
their rank or good fortune ; the Publiſher has, 
in ſome degree, purſued his original plan, by 
annexing the letters in queſtion, (reduced into 
one) to the following addreſs, with a view to 
reſcue the country from the extortion of thoſe 
from whom better conduct is expected, and 
whoſe example muſt have a very conſiderable 
influence-on the morals and manners of the na- 
tion. If the Prince of Wales ſhould take of- 
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fence at the expoſure of what has long ceaſed to 
be claſſed among the indiſcretions of youth; it is 
neither to the Author nor to the Publiſher of 
this Addreſs, that his Royal Highneſs ſhould 
direct his anger, but to HIMSELF, and to thoſe 
who have ſo ſcandalouſly miſled him. He has 
repeatedly been admoniſhed, in public and in 
private, of the ſad and diſgraceful conſequences 
which would inevitably reſult from a life of riot 
and diſſipation. Nor was the reſpe& due to his 
own exalted character omitted, when he was 
appriſed of the obligations which he owes. to 
the country at large. The Letters ſigned Le- 
gion, annexed to that of Neptune, records a 
tranſaction which, diſreputable as it is, would 
moſt probably have' been effaced from our me- 
mory, if any thing like reform or contrition had 
appeared in the party to whom it relates, or if 
he had ſhewn even the moſt diſtant regard>for 
the intereſts of his country ; but, unfortunately, 
the contrary is the fact, and circumſtanced as 
the nation unhappily is at this awful, at this 
tremendous criſis, menaced with civil broil, and 
engaged in a perilous war, of a novel and ex- 
traordinary nature, the iſſue of which it is im- 
poſſible to foreſee, it is become more than ever 
expedient, that the prodigaliiy of Princes ſhould 
be reſtrained, as their power has been, within, the 
Umits of Sobriety and Reaſon. ti 
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TO THE 


PRINCE OF WALES, 
Sc. Sc. &c. 


MAV 11, 1795. 
SIR, 


Ir is ſincerely to be lamented, that amĩdſt the various 
deſcriptions of people with whom your Royal Highneſs 
has aſſociated, none of them have had the virtue to im- 
preſs upon your mind the neceſſity of confirming the aſ- 
ſurance given by His Majeſty in 1787, that you would 
avoid contracting any debts in future; and it is no leſs to 
be regretted, that the force and importance of the truth 
contained in the ſpeech prefixed to this letter, was never 
ſuggeſted to you, by thoſe whoſe perſonal intereſts alone 
required, that the ſtricteſt rectitude and propriety ſhould 
mark every action of your life. The familiarities to 
which moſt of them have been admitted, and the confi- 
dence with which many of them have been indulged, 
would have authoriſed an admonition fo deſerving of 
your attention, and ſo intimately connected with your 
honor and happineſs. —-Duty, as well as friendſhip, 
would have juſtified the freedom of ſuch ſalutary advice, 
and a very trifling attention on your part, would have 
preſerved you from the diſgraceful humiliation of hav- 
ing publicly received it in the ſevere and poignant lan- 
guage of well-merited reproof. Unhappily for the cre- 
dit of your own reputation, and no leſs ſo for the country 
which maintains you in ſplendor, many of thoſe whom it 
was your misfortune to ſelect for companions, imagined 
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they had an intereſt in deceiving you; while others, 
vain, abject and profligate, courted your favor by flat- 
tering your follies, and adminiſtering to your iiregula- 
rities! I will venture to aſſert, Sir, that there is only 
2ne opinion throughout the Britiſh Empire, not only 
with reſpect to the general tenor of your conduct and 
the injuſtice of the claim, which has been injudiciouſly, 
not to ſay indecently, made, on the abuſed generoſity of 
the nation; but with regard to the principles and ſenti- 
ments from which that conduct has unfortunately re- 
fulted. — This opinion, Sir, however it may offend you, 
has been publicly announced to the world, not through 
the queſtionable medium of our public prints; not by 
the idle and looſe converſations of intereſted individuals, 
influenced by private pique; nor by the diſaffected few, 
who, enemies to Royalty, behold with malignant joy 
thoſe improvident actions of yourſelf and family, which 
have a direct tendency to bring Monarchy into hazard 
and contempt, and from which more danger to our civil 
eſtabliſhments is to be apprehended, than from all the 
inflammatory writings of all the incendiaries with which 
the French Revolution has deluged Europe, but—BY 
THE COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN IN 
PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED! It is the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, Sir, (the moſt valuable and moſt 
important branch of our legiſlature) that, by unanimouſly 
heſitating (without.a full attendance of its Members) to 
diſcharge debts, for which it is almoſt to be wiſhed you 
were perſonally reſponſible, has tacitly acknowledged 
you are unworthy of the farther liderality of, your coun- 
try. If the call of the Houfe, fo judiciouſly inſiſted 
upon by Colonel Stanley, and ſo prudently acceded to 
by the Miniſter, ſhould be conſidered as a perſonal diſ- 
reſpect; if your pride ſhould be offended at the check it 
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has happily received from the demur to a requeſt, at once 
unreaſonable and ill- timed, it may be proper to inquire 
what right you had to expect a compliance, after a con- 
duct ſo indiſcreet (to ſpeak with extreme tenderneſs of 
it) and which has been ſo obviouſly incompatible with 
every obligation you owe to yourſelf and to the nation ? 
If you imagine, Sir, that the accident of your birth con- 
ferred on you the right to ſquander, in every ſpecies of 
licentious diſſipation, the revenues of the country; if you 
think yourſelf entitled, from your exalted rank, to levy 
contributions on our wealth and induſtry, and to render 
Parliament the mean and ſervile inſtrument of your ex- 
actions, it is full time that your Royal Highneſs ſhould 
be undeccived with reſpect to the equity of your preten- 
ſions, and the extent of your power. It is full time that 
you ſhould know how very much your fortune and your 
happineſs depend upon a correct and temperate conduct, 
and that it was owing to the ſcandalous waſte, profli- 
gacy and profuſion of the Court of Verſailles, and of its 
worthleſs Princes, that the former has been deſervedly 
annihilated, and the Jatter become deſpicable, and de- 
graded vagabonds; harraſſed and driven from ſtate to 
ſtate, pennyleſs, friendleſs, and deſpiſed, without the 
moſt diſtant proſpect of ever regaining either a com- 
fortable or a permanent eſtabliſhment, and whoſe time, 
even in beggary and exile, which ought to be devoted to 
ſorrow and repentance, ſeems divided between the licence 
of a brothel, and deſpicable political intrigue, in the atro- 
cious hope of forgetting their diſgrace in the filth of the 
former, and of prolonging the miſerics of their country 
and of Europe, by their criminal dexterity in the latter. 
A very few years are elapſed ſince theſe wretched, worth- 
leſs Fugitives lived in aſtyle of ſplendor and magnificence, 
unknown to the more temperate manners of this country. 
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Every knee became flexible at their approach, and the 
ready homage they received from millions, was more 
the ſpontaneous tribute of generous affection, than the 
ſervile adulation of an enſlaved multitude: contraſt their 
former glory, with their preſent forlorn and wretched 
condition! Examine the hiſtory of their profligate, 
ſpendthrift lives, and tremble at the conſequences! Be- 
hold their perſons proſcribed by common conſent, 
through the vaſt extent of territory in which they were 
once idolized; their claims to diſtinction treated with 
laughter and deriſion; their affluence exchanged for 
beggary; the acclamations of joy with which they were 
every where ſaluted, converted into the moſt poignant re-. 
proaches, and their birth, titles, and rank, treated with 
mockery and contempt: which ever way they turn, diſ- 
grace and infamy ſtare them in the face! they have not 
even the miſerable conſolation of being pitied, and if any 
thing can poſſibly add to the accumulated calamities, un- 
der which theſe wretched outcaſts wander from place to 
place, it is that the better part of mankind approves of the 
puniſhment they have received for their aggravated guilt, 
folly and depravity. Their hiſtory, Sir, ſhould ſerve as 
a MIRROR to Kings and Princes: Theſe may behold in 
the fate of baniſhed and degraded royalty in France, the 
deſtiny they may expect by following ſo ruinous an exam- 
ple. It is from the adverſities of others, as well as from 
our own, that the moſt inſtructive leſſons for our con- 
duct in life are derived; and whatever tends to convince 
mankind of the zn/7abil:ty of fortune, deſerves their moſt 
ſerious attention. The fad reverſe which the French 
Princes have experienced, ought not to be an unprofit- 
able leſſon to your Royal Highneſs ; and forgive me, 
Sir, if I ad, that the people, on whom you have ſo un- 
reaſonably called a ſecond time todiſcharge engagements, 
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which duty, as well as honor and gratitude, forbade you 
to contract, have an intereſt much greater than you 
ſuſpect, that the example of France ſhould be a warning 
to you and your family -s it not a reproach, I will not 
ſay to your juſtice, but to your prudence, that you ſhould 
again call on the bounty of the nation, to adminiſter to 
your extravagance, in the very midſt of an arduous and 
periious war, avowedly undertaken to ſecure that Con- 
ſtitution, on the preſervation of which, you are dependent 
for food and raiment? Ts it not as lamentable as it is 
unaccountable, that wich the very terrible example 
before you, the ſame ſyſtem of diſorderly and un- 
juſtifiable expence, which contributed to ſhake, and 
finally to ſubvert the Throne of Louis X VIth, ſhould 
have been pertinaciouſly, nay criminally, adhered to? 
Is it decent; nay, Sir, is it HONEST in you to expect, 
for the mere gratification of your vanity, that any 
addition ſhould be made to the accumulated burdens 
of this country, at the very initant that the genius 
of finance, exhauſted and dilpirited, is compelled to 
accept of private donations from corporate bodies, and 
even from individuals of all ranks, to carry on a conteſt, 
the great object of which is to preſerve you and your 
family, from ruin? Is it-not a reproach to your feel- 
ings, Sir, that you are ſoliciting an enormous ſum from 
Parliament, amounting to near a million, to diſcharge - 
debts wantonly contracted, and for which not even the 
ſhadow of an excuſe can be urged; while every noble- 
man and gentleman in the Biitiſh dominions, while 
tradeſmen, mechanics, and manufacturers, while even 
the laborious poor have relinquiſhed a portion of their 
ſcanty pittance, and all of them have generouſly contri- 


buted to the very extent of their means, to the defence 
of their common country ? 
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Will it, can it be believed by poſterity, that while all 
ranks and deſcriptions of men, vying with each other in 
2 laudable zeal for the common cauſe, ſacrificed the 
comforts of life, and a part of their property; while 
munificent ſubſcriptions were cheerfully opened in 
every county, town, village, and hamlet in the kingdom, 
to enable the Miniſter to proſecute the war with vigour 
and effect, or to alleviate the calamities of thoſe who be- 
came victims to it; that the Royal Family of England 
alone, ſhould have remained inſenſible to the calls of hu- 
manity and of patriotiſm, and that one of them in parti- 
cular, uninfluenced by ſo many animating examples of 
public virtue, ſhould require a portion of the money, 
railed for the exigencies of the State, to be appropriated 
(not for the fair and Noneſt purpoſes of his dignified 
eſtabliſhment, but) to diſcharge a variety of engage- 
ments which he dares not reveal, and which Parliament 
is bound in juſtice and in policy to reſiſt? Is it not 
ſtrange, Sir, that your name does not appear in any one 
of the pubiic ſubſcriptions, to which the perilous con- 
flict in which we are involved, or the unexampled diſ- 
treſs of the times has given birth? We are told, that 
the laudable inſtitution for the relief of the widows and 
children of our gallant ſeamen and ſoldiers is under your 
patronage, as if a charity of that nature and extent ſtood 
in need of any patronage but that of the public! There 
is indeed to every advertiſement that appears from the 
ſociety, a vain and ſervile diſplay of your name, unwor- 
thy of the committee and of the gentleman in particular 
who propoſed the inſtitution, while the barren privilege of 
affixing a name no longer reſpectable, is the ſum total of 
your contribution! Surely, Sir, you mult have ſtrangely 
miſconceived your relative ſituation with the people, as 
well as the generally received maxims of right and expe- 


1 
diency, or you would never have come forward with 4 
claim, as imprudent as it is hazardous and unjuſt, and 
which, with all the circumſtances annexed to it, looks 
as if you conſidered the wealth and induſtry of the na- 
tion as your property, and that we held the honeſt fruits 
of our labour, or the more ample poſſeſſions of inherit- 
ance, not in fee, but as fewards in truſt for your ſole 
profit and uſe. It is time, Sir, that you ſhould be re- 
called from the errors of your education, and of bad ha- 
bits; it is time, that you ſhould be awakened from the 
deluſion, in which it is impoſſible you can continue, 
without inevitable ruin to yourſelf and miſchief to the 
nation; every individual is intereſted in the ſucceſs of 
this forcible appeal to your rectitude and diſcretion, and 
if you are wiſe, you will prove by the regularity of your 
future conduct, that the appeal has been made to a man 
worthy of the ſituation into which the accident of birth 
has thrown him.—In May, 1787, a meilage from the 
King was delivered to Parliament, on the ſubject of 
your debts, amounting to ONE HUNDRED and 
NINETY - THREE THOUSAND, SIX HUN- 
DRED And FORTY-EIGHT POUNDS. . The 
ſum was conſidered as enormous, and the people as lit- 
tle ſatisfied with the part you had taken in politics, as 
with your tranſactions in private life, expreſſed their 
diſapprobatzon of your conduct in terms, which would 
have ſuggeſted to any well-conſtructed mind, the ineſti- 
mable value of reputation. Your youth and inexperi- 
ence were however urged in your behalf, and the un- 
ſuſpecting generoſity attached to the Britiſh character, 
induced the legiſlature to confide in the ſolemin affurgnce 
given by Majeſty itfelf, that“ your Royal Highneſs would 
avoid contrattins any debts in future. The ſum of ONE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE "THOUSAND 
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POUNDS were voted, which, with the retrenchments 
promiſed and expected, were thought would effectually re- 
leaſe you from your preſent, and preſerve you from all 
future embarraſſments.—I ſhall not be reproached, Sir, 
with preſumption, when I aſſert that no authority, how- 
ever reſpectable, ſhould operate againſt matter of fad, I 
will even go farther, and maintain, that it ceaſes to be 
reſpeQable the inſtant it endeavours to evade truth or to 
promote falſchood. | | 

Your Royal Father, in 1787, ſtood pledged to the na- 
tion (of whoſe loyalty, affection, and liberality he has 
received abundant proofs) that you would not again 
treſpaſs on its bounty; yet in April 1795—in leſs than 
eight years, His Majeſty (in violation of his royal word) 
comes forward with a piteous tale of woe, and ſolicits 
the country (labouring under the preſſure of accumu- 
lated burdens, and engaged in a conteſt of the moſt ſeri- 
ous nature) for a ſum very little ſhort of a million, to 
diſcharge a freſh catalogue of debts which, it was pro- 
miſed, ſhould never be contracted! 

I paſs over the pretended ſale of horſes, at the former 
epoch, and a variety of other indecent practices, which 
announced as little del:cacy as integrity in thoſe, who 
counſelled ſuch mean and diſhonourable expedients. I 
have not the leaſt objection, that the ſcandalous hiſtories 
attached to Newmarket, and all the little contrivances 
to abuſe the credulous ſimplicity of the Nation, ſhould 
be buried in oblivion. The times have moſt woefully 
demonſtrated, that Princes as well as Plebeians, may 
ſtand in need of an AF of Grace, and my juſtice is not 
of that inexorable nature, as to inſiſt on the full meaſure 
of puniſhment, even to the greateſt delinquents.—T his 
AR of Grace, you have received, and I am willing to 
allow, that your claim to an indulgence moſt ſhame- 
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fully abuſed, was very admiſlible at the time. Yet with 
every diſpoſition to paſs over the tranſactions of that 
period, I cannot excuſe your ſubſequent conduct.—1 
believe; that if better maxims had been inſtilled into 
you, by thoſe who had the charge of your education, or 
if you had been taught in later life, to form a juſt eſti- 
mate of the obligations you owe to ſociety, that there 
would have been no occaſion for this addreſs, or for 
thoſe ſevere, but neceſſary animadverſions in parlia- 
ment, which have offended your pride. But your hav- 
ing been i/-adviſed by ſome men, and mifled by others, 
can never juſtify the demand which has been made on 
this country for the enormous ſum of SEVEN HUN- 
DRED THOUSAND POUNDS, and which I am 
afraid (conſiderable as it is) will ſcarce pay Ten Shil- 
lings in the Pound, on the ſum total of your debts! I 
am really incompetent to gueſs, what arguments, 
the miniſter can poſſibly urge in excuſe for a de- 
mand, which in times lefs profligate and corrupt; 
would be called fagitious; his ſituation is embarraſs- 
ing The dilemma to which he is reduced by the ruth- 
leſs junction of prodigality and rapacity, is certainly 
diſtreſſing, and even your Royal Highnefs may venture 
to feel for his perplexitics, without being ſuſpected of 
affection or reſpect for the man. It was impoſlible that 
Mr. Pitt could refuſe to deliver the meſſage reſpecting 
your debts, (unjuſt and ilt-timed as it was) without a 
direct breach with his Sovereign, and the hazard of ex- 
poſing the Country, at a very critical period, to the dan- 
ger of anther inter-regnum! while on the other hand, 
by complying with the commands of his Majeſty, he 
was certain of obtaining a portion of that odium which 
belongs almoſt excluſively to yourſelf. I think too fa- 
yourably of your temper and diſpoſition; Sir, to ſuppoſe 
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WOW 
that you can receive any gratification from the very 
aukward predicament in which you have contrived to 
place the man, who incurred your diſpleaſure ſome years 
ſince, by reſiſting a claim, the admiſſion of which would 
have endangered the empire; but if your Royal High- 
neſs ſhould bear in vindictive remembrance, the oppoſi- 
tion you met with at that time from his firmneſs and 
fidelity ; if you ſhould harbour any reſentment in your 
mind, for his manly and dignified/ conduct in the affair 
of the Regency, your revenge muſt have been amply 
gratified, by the ungracious taſk which has been impoſed 
on him, of applying to Parliament on your behalf, for mo- 
ney to diſcharge improvident debts, and Jew bargains, at 
the very inſtant that he could not obtain ſufficient for the 
defence of the empire, without adding very conſiderably 
to the innumerable taxes, by which the Nation is moſt 
oppreſſively and fhamefully burthened ? Mr. Pitt may 
have acted prudently, in hazarding his fame and popu- 
larity in preference to the riſque of leaving the country 
a fecond time without a government The conceſſion 
may have averted a calamity of much greater extent 
than ſubſcribing to, or in other words encouraging your 


exceſſes: but if he has pledged himſelf to ſupport the 


unpalatable meaſure in parliament, with all the credit, 


influence, and authority of office, he has done more than. 
he ought to have done, and no longer deſerves to be the 
Miniſter of this Country.—It muſt be matter of ſincere 
affliction, Sir, to every man who has a juſt eſtimate of 
the excellence of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and whoſe 
loyalty to your family is neither ſervile nor aſſumed, 
but rational and unaffected, that the King ſhould have 
been ſo ill-adviſed as to apply to parliament to relieve 
you a ſecond time, from pecuniary difficulties, after a po- 
ative aſſurance in 1787, that © he would not have defired 
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er expected the aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Commons, but on a 
well grounded expectation that your Royal Highneſs would 
avoid contracting any debts in future. This declaration, 
Sir, ill accords with the meflage delivered by the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer on the 27th of laſt month, and 
which, from the manner it was received, and the cam- 
ments it excited, muſt have produced very unpleaſant 
ſenſations in his Majeſty's breaſt; who, in giving way 
to a tenderneſs /!-beflowed, has made it a queſtion with 
a very conſiderable part of the community, whether he 
has ſhewn that attention to the embarraſſed ſituation of 
the country, which the people have a RIGHT to expect 
from their Sovereign ?. I do not with to add to the'poig- 
nancy of his feelings on an occaſion ſo diſtreſſing, but the 
meaſure was certainly injudicious, if not hazardous, that 
brought on a diſcuſſion from which no credit could poſ- 
{ibly reſult to your character, and which policy ſhould have 
compelled you to avoid, (at a moment like the preſent,) 
when the very onerous eſtabliſhment of Monarchy is in- 
vidiouſly contraſted with the moderate expences of a 
Government, leſs complicated and ſplendid. It is poſ- 
ſible, that this indiſcreet anxiety in his Majeſty to ex- 
tricate you from difficulties, reſulting from riot and ex- 
travagance, may diminiſh that love and veneration, 
which a loyal and generous nation has hitherto demon- 
ſtrated for your family; nor can it be attributed to ca- 
price or diſaffection, if the marked, and ſcandalous in- 
difference, which a life of diſſipation evinces for the 
miſeries of mankind, ſhould weaken that reſpect for 
your Royal Highneſs, which you have been taught to 
conſider as a tribute due to your birth. Is it not a re- 
proach to your juitice, as well as to your prudence, Sir, 
(for you are no longer an infant, neither can you plead 
ignorance or inexperience in excuſe for your exceſſes) 
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that your debts, amounting to ONE HUNDRED 
AND NINETY THREE THOUSAND, SIX 
HUNDRED AND FORTY EIGHT POUNDS* 
in the Year 1787, and for the diſcharging of which you 
received that ſum from the ill requited bounty of the 
Nation, ſhould have grown, in the ſhort period of eight 
years, to the monſtrous and unpardonable ſize of a 
MILLION ? 

Is it not an impeachment at once of your gratitude 
and underſtanding, Sir, to expect that the people who ſo 
cheerfully contributed to your ſupport, and who have 
already ſubſcribed mot liberally to your eaſe, ſplendor, 
and independence, ſhould lay themſelves under addi- 
tional impoſts becauſe you have been imprudent, or 
ſomething worſe. | | 

Is it not a reproach to your feelings, Sir, that while 
the middle and 3 of ſociety can with diffi- 
culty obtain the common neceſſaries of life, while the 
aggregate taxes which every individual pays to the exi- 
gencies of the State, amount to, at leaſt ſeyentcen ſhil- 
lings in the pound, and that while the laborious poor, 
ſmarting under the ſevere preſſure of hunger, have been 
forced, in order to prolong a wretched exiſtence, into 
inſurrections of a very ſerious and alarming nature; 
that you, inſenſible to their deplorable condition, and to 
the accumulated calamities which mark the preſent 
time, ſhould come to Parliament, and require thoſe 
burdens to be increaſed, and thoſe calamities to be aug- 
mented, without producing any one voucher that could 
juſtify Parliament to the nation for ſo laviſh a grant of 


* Vide the Annual Regiſter for 2787, page 130, for the item of 
the firſt debt. The items of the ſecond, it is thought will never 


appear. 
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the public money? The miſerable peaſant, deſtitute'of 
every reſource but induſtry, to ſupport his wretched off. 
ſpring, and even that reſource (poor and ſcanty as it is) 
a contingency on his health and capacity for labor, mult 
toil hard for the ſolitary ſhilling with which he daily 
feeds and clothes his helpleſs family. It has repeatedly 
fallen within my obſervation, ſince the commencement 
of this Letter, to behold in a variety of inſtances, this ex- 
treme diſtreſs aggravated by the illneſs or infirmity of 
the children, to whom, as well as to their hapleſs pa- 
rents, exiſtence appears to be every thing but a bleſſing. 
Contraſt their deplorable condition with your own ex+ 
alted ſtate! Recollect how much you are indebted to 
chance for the ſuperiority of your fortune; and remem- 
bering that theſe men are your fellow-creatures ; poſſeſs- 
ing, in common with yourſelf, a right to the common 
neceſſaries and enjoyments of life, let me aſk you, Sir, 
if you can without bluſhing demand, excluſive of the 
very ample income allowed you by the nation, a ſum 
that would comfortably maintain, in perpetuity, ONE 
THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED of theſe very 
people, whoſe afflictions you would increaſe, and whoſe 
8 morſe} of bread you would embitter and render more 
difficult to obtain, in order to defray your extravagance? 
Sir, it is againſt reaſon; it is againſt juſtice, humanity, 
and right ; it is againſt your perſonal intereſt and ſecu- 
rity, that a diſproportion ſo ſcandalous ſhould exiſt be- 
tween MAN and MAN! God neyer deſigned it ; and 
the Government that authoriſes or connives at the abuſe, 
hazards its tranquillity or exiſtence. It is no abatement 
of the ſufferings: and agoniſing ſorrows of the famiſhed 
cottager, that the portion of happineſs is not more dif- 
fuſed among the higher than it is among the lower or- 
ders of ſociety, It is no alleviation ef his diſtreſs, that 
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while he is periſhing of hunger, your Royal Highneſs is 
expoſed to numberleſs vexations and diſappointments. 
The chagrin and anger, provoked by pride, deſervedly 
mortified, or your ill-health, ariſing from intemperance, 
afford him no conſolation in the hour of calamity ; they 
adminiſter no comfort to his mind, and afford no draw- 
back to his grief or misfortunes. They furniſh neither 
food nor raiment to hi. ſtarving, ragged offspring, nor 
ſhield his ill-thatched hovel from the rude blaſts of win- 
ter. It is ſophiitty to ſay, that the magnificence in 
which you live is but a ſplendid miſery, which amply 
revenges him for the difference of his fortune; nor is it 
argument to ſa;, that becauſe you are wretched, he 
ought to be happy, for it is only a baſe and vindictive 
mind that can derive couſolation or joy from the miſe- 
ries of another ! 

Would you wiſh, Sir, to have your demand prefaced 
by the cauſes tliat produced it? Would you hazard a 
proclarpation that ſhould announce to the MILLION 
who ſubſcribe to your maintenance, that the ſplendid 
allowance of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS a year is inadequate to your ſupport, and 
that the ſum (ample as it is) muſt be doubled? I do 
not think, Sir, that you would conſent to any ſuch ſtate- 
ment. Yet, whether you decline it from modeſty or 
from fear, the injuſtice and indecency of taking ſomuch 
money from the acquired wealth of the country, will not 
be leſs enormous; and you will do well to abandon 
what you cannot demand as a right, and which the moſt 
ſervile of your dependents will not venture to aſſert you 
are entitled to receive as a favor. Will your Royal 
Highneſs reveal the diſgraceful items which have ſwelled 
your preſent debt to a ſum, which renders your appli- 
cation for its payment as prepoſterous, as it is indecent 
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and inconſiderate? I am ſure you will not, and for the 
beſt of all poſſible reaſons, becauſe 
YOU DARE NOT! 

I will not inquire, whether the money advanced in 
1787, was faithfully applied to the oſtenſible purpoſes 
for which it was aſked and granted. Neither will I 
inquire, whether thoſe ceconomical arrangements took 
place, for which you ſtood pledged to Parliament and 
your country. Nor is it necellary ; the meſſage deli- 
vered to the Houſe of Commons on the 27th of laſt 
month, is a ſufficient anſwer to every queſtion of the 
kind; itis a direct and evident violation of the contract, 
in its molt ential part, and enables us to aſcertain, 
with almoſt mathematical preciſion, the fidelity with 
which the other conditions of the band have been fulfilled. 
But though I am willing to ſpare you the mortification 
which detected fallacy muſt ever feel, whether it is 
found in a cottage or a palace; although I forbear, from 
motives of affection and loyalty to your family, to enter 
into a ſcrutiny, which certainly would not tend to in- 
ſpire the people with a love of royalty; I feel no diffi- 
culty in aſſerting that, conſidering all the circumſtances 
attending your preſent incumbrances, the ade in which, 
and the purpoſes fer which they were contracted, with 
the poſitive aſſurance from Majeſty itſelf, that no future 
claim of the kind ſhould ever be brought forward, 
that the Houſe of Commons cannot vote for the pay- 
ment of your debts, without being guilty of a breach of 
truſt, and forfeiting the confidence of the nation. 


: 5 
8 * —— 


at. ED. 0 
E — E 


© Ea ee 


— — 
© 


— 


— — 


— 


=] : 
nw . . —— — * 
— — ͤ—L—— 

” 


Ad , 

| 

2 

2 


NEPTUNE 


To THE 


PRINCE OF WALES; 


WRITTEN IN 1784, 


And occaſioned by the Cruntenance given to a Set of Men, 
who oppoſed his Father's Government from the worſt of 
Metives, and for the worſt of Purpoſes. 


— — — 


SIR, 
W HILE your irregularities were confined within the 


circle of juvenile indiſcretion, and your conduct could 
be accounted for in the natural progreſs of the paſſions, 
your exceſſes, numerous as they have been, excited in- 
deed our wonder, but never provoked our indignation. 
We beheld you emerge from the nurſery with even pa- 
ternal affection; every heart was devoted to your intereſt; 
and it was neither difficult nor unworthy of you to have 
preſerved thoſe prejudices, which had been generouſly 
formed in your favor. The intemperance of your youth 
gave no offence; and in the commencement of your ca- 
reer, it was never once ſuſpected, that we ſhould have 
occaſion to execrate the object whom we adored. 

Such, Sir, were the advantages under which you en- 
tered into Tociety, and you muſt have been extremely 
indefatigable indeed to have ſo completely effaced thoſe 
favorable impreſſions, and to have changed the current 
of opinion againſt you, in ſo ſhort a time, 
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To your imprudent choice of friends may be attributed 
your preſent painful, lamentable ſituation. 

It was your misfortune to ſelect thoſe for your com- 
panions, who, tavinSmicher fortune nor character to 
loſe, were ready to conduct you into all the extravagan- 
cies of the meaneſt and moſt dangerous debaucheries. 
Their profligacy rendered them the willing panders to 
your pleaſures, while their poverty involved you in their 
profuſion and neceſlities. The nation feels the conſe- 
quences of theſe complicated evils, and beholds, with 
equal aſtoniſhment and indignation, a progreſs uncom- 
monly rapid from bad to worſe, and which may eventu- 
ally terminate in ruin to yourſelf and miſchief to your 
country.—It muſt have been no leſs mortifying to your 
Royal Father than diſgraceful to yourſelf, that the firſt 
public act of your life, was diſtinguiſhed by an indecent 
oppoſition to the meaſures of his Government, and to the 
conſtitutional rights of his crown: it would be difficult 
to account for the motives of ſo decided and ſo extraor- 
dinary a conduct, if the party with whom you have con- 
deſcended to aſſociate, had not revealed the conditions of 
your contract. The engagements on your part appear 
to have been executed with the moſt active and rigid 
fidelity; with a firmneſs, which has triumphed over 
every obligation of filial duty and reſpect, and rendered 
you as inſenſible to the general intereſts of your fellow- 
citizens, as you appear to be to thoſe of your own.—1I will 
paſs over the moral turpitude of irritating a ſon againſt a 
father; the infamy of the action will unqueſtionably 
fall on the incendiaries, but the ſad conſequences reſult- 
ing from a conduct fo atrocious, may ultimately affect 
the peace and proſperity of a nation, that has a claim to 
your gratitude in return for the ſplendor and liberality 
with which it ſupports you. 
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To thoſe who have abuſed your ſimplicity and inex- 
perience, I have little to ſay: long habits have rendered 
them incorrigible, and admonitions become uſeleſs, 
where there is neither ſhame nor ſentiment to give them 
force. Is it poſſible, Sir, that thoſe who have had the 
important charge of your education, could have conceal- 
ed from your knowledge, the forms and ſpirit of the 
Conſtitution? 

Is it neceſſary to inform you, that before the man to 
whom you look up, can perform his promiſe, two events, 
not very like to happen, muſt poſitively take place; he 
muſt be reſtored to power in the firſt inſtance, and in 
the ſecond, the NATION muſt conſent to the increaſe 
of income with which you have been flattered and de- 
luded? 

The people, Sir, are under no obligation to diſcharge 
thoſe debts, which your profuſion has created; nor is it 
very probable that, conſidering the deplorable ſtate of 
their finances, they will be eaſily prevailed upon to en- 
large an income, already ſufficient for all the honeſt, 
rational purpoſes of your preſent eſtabliſhment. 

Theſe circumſtances, as well as the impoveriſhed ſtate 
of the kingdom, which will not admit of a wanton ex- 
penditure of the public money, have perhaps been art- 
fully concealed from your knowledge. The war with 
America, ſo ruinous in appearance, and no leſs diſho- 
norable in its principle and its object; idly began, and 
more idly conducted, has oppreſſed the people, already 
goaded with innumerable taxes, to the very verge almoſt 
of patience and forbearance. The weight, more than 
the number, of thoſe taxes, has rendered it a matter, I 
will not ſay of difficulty, Sir, but of perſonal danger to 
yourſelf; that theſe taxes ſhould be augmented, and the 
public burthens encreaſed for no other purpoſe, than 
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that you and your aſſociates ſhould reve] and riot with- 
out controul, in every ſpecies of groſs and unpardonable 
licentiouſneſs, Yet the guilty author of that unfortu- 
nate, that diſgraceful war, whom you have every juſtifi- 
able reaſon to execrate, is honoured with your confi- 
dence, and admitted to your councils, deſtitute as he is 
of every manly ſentiment, and mean enough to act a 
ſervile and ſubordinate part to the very man who me- 
naced him with impeachment and the block*! The 


Lord North was ſald by this gentleman in 1774 to be“ ſo ex- 
tremely infamous, that it would be dangerous to be alone with him 
in the ſame room, and that he (Mr. Fox) would conſent to be counted 
infamous, if he ever united again with his Lordſliip.”* Mr. Fox even 
pledged himſelf to the nation, that his Lordſhip ſhould be impeach- 
ed. The impeachment never took place, nor was it ever attempted; 
the gentleman, conſequently, either broke his promiſe to the nation, 
or he aſſerted a calumny for the purpoſe of ſupplanting the miniſter. 
If the former, it proves Mr. Fox is not to be depended upon; if 
the latter, that he is not very delicate in his choice of means to ob- 
tain his object, and in either caſe, that he is a very improper perſon 
to be entruſted with the government of the country, If Lord North 
deſerved to periſh on a ſcaffold, how comes it that Mr. Fox did not 
fulfil his engagement to the public when he came into office, and de- 
clared that . bad as he thought matters were, he found them much 
worſe.” And if his Lordſhip was really ſo infamous, that all com- 
munication With him was unſafe, unleſs in the preſence of a third 
perſon, what muſt we think of the ſtrength and rectitude of that 
mind, which could coaleſce with his Lordſlip, after having thrown 
ſuch a ſtigma on his character! What apology can Mr. Fox offer 
to an inſulted nation, for having contributed to reinſtate the man in 
power and in truſt, whom he denounced in parliament, for having 


abuſed that power and betrayed that truſt ? While Lorth North was 


an obſtacle to the ambition of Mr. Fox, his Lordſhip was a com- 


pound of vice and imbecility; he was even the man whoſe crimes 


and follies had brought ruin on the nation; all ſubſequent miniſters, 
under ſimilar circumſtances, it ſeems, have incurred fimilar re- 
proaches ; but the inſtant his Lordſhip became convenient to the de- 
Kgns, and would be ſubſervient to the views of the Right Hon, 
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calamities occaſioned by the weak and corrupt -admini- 
ſtration of his Lordſhip, will terminate only with the 
empire; they will be felt to the lateſt period of our 
political exiſtence. The millions ſquandered in ob- 
taining majorities in both Houſes of Parliament, will 
render a ſyſtem of the ſtricteſt cm indiſpen- 
ſible: and theſe truths, too obvious to be unknown to 
you, ſhould at leaſt have taught you to reſtrain your 
extravagance. 

The plea of youth affords you no excuſe. You ſtand 
in a different predicament from that of a private gentle- 
man. His perſon and property are anſwerable for the 
debts he contracts; bankruptcy and a prifon terminate 


his career, and the nation feels no inconvenience from 


his follies—but you, Sir, have ns properiy; your annual 


income is an annual donation, which may be withdrawn 
or withheld, ſhould your conduct deſerve it, and what- 
ever your wretched aſſociates may aſſert to the contrary, 


Gentleman, his vices and incapacity were transformed into talents 
and virtues; no man was more worthy, none ſo proper to work the 
ſalvation of his country, and lo! his Lordſhip became a ſecond time 
the Atlas of the State! All the infamy attributed to his character 
diſappeared, and Mr. Fox, who had held his Lordſhip forth as an 
object of public {corn and hatred ; Mr. Fox, who had declared all 
communication with Lord North hazardous and diſreputable, 
ſought his confidence, and, receiving him to his boſom, avowed 
himſelf his friend and colleague! What is this but an impudent 
mockery of all public and private morality? What is it but a 
groſs and flagitious affront offered to the nation at large, and 
treating it with as little honeſty as good manners? Does Mr. Fox 
conſider us as flutes to be played upon at his pleaſure, and for his 
exclyſive profit and amuſement? He has indeed, “ ſounded us, 
from our loweſ} note to the very fitch and compaſs of the gamut ; but, 
though he has fretted us, wrenged and inſulted us, “ he ſhall not 


« play hen ws.” 
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the PEOPLE OF ENGLAND will never ſubmit to recom- 
penſe thoſe who injure and inſult them! 

It is a maxim, Sir, univerſally admitted, that the peo- 
ple ſhould have but ane opinion of their Sovereign; and 
this maxim holds equally good, when applied to the pre- 
ſumptive Heir to the Crown.—It would be an idle waſte 
of time to explain to you what that opinion ought to be; 
thoſe, to whom your education has been confided, can- 
not poſſibly have permitted you advance to maturity in 
utter ignorance of ſo important a truth. 

It is impoſſible, Sir, that you can be unacquainted 
with the public opinion reſpecting your condut! You 
havelearned in it, the well-founded, though intemperate, 
reſentment of the people, whoſe honeſt indignation; 
provoked by your complicated offences, have forced 
them to violate the limits of reſpect and decency, and 
hurl their ſentiments in your very face.—I know that 
you have been taught to deſpiſe the public opinion, and 
that the unremitting endeavours of your little Pande- 
monium have been exerted to inſpire you with contempt 
for popular applauſe. 

Adopt the idea, and your future life, Sir, will be 
miſerable. 

Be aſſured, Sir, that popularity is the beſt ſecurity for 
a Prince; it is not fo fluctuating as you have been told. 
Private individuals have found it precarious, becauſe it 
has been generouſly advanced to them on the eredit of 
profeſſions which they never intended to realiſe, and 
they have ſunk into obſcurity on their impoſtures being 
diſcovered. But this is juſtice, not caprice. Profeſſions 
of patriotiſm are unneceſſary where the power exiſts of 
carrying them into execution. Our opinion of your 
Royal Highneſs will ever be regulated by your conduct; 
deſerve well, and you will never nave occaſion to re- 
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proach the multitude with inconſtancy, or with a want 
of affection. Unhappily, Sir, the bias of your edu- 
cation has given way to bad advice and worſe example. 

To fall into the hands of pimps, gamblers, and proſ- 
titutes, is among the common accidents, to which every 
young man is expoſed, on his entering into ſociety, and 
may be eaſily corrected: but you, Sir, diſdaining the 
progreſſive ſtages to diſhonor, have ſtarted from the 
nurſery into public life, the very prop and hero of fac- 
tion! You have attached yourſelf to men of ruined for- 
tunes and characters, who, under the ſanction of your 
countenance, have attempted to annihilate at once the 
prerogative of thecrown and the rights of their fellow- 
citizens. 

You have, however, had the mortification to find, that 
even the credit of your name could not avail them; they 
have been driven from power with every mark of igno- 
miny and contempt, and experience muſt have con- 
vinced you, that it is impoſlible to be connected with 
bad men, without partaking of their infamy. 

To war againſt experience, is to give defeat the pre- 
ference to conqueſt, and to hold honor and happineſs at 
defiance. Believe me, Sir, the people are not to be awed 
by the ſplendor of your rank into an approbation of your 
errors, much leſs will they be diſpoſed to ſupport them; 
and you will do well to remember, that it is among the 
moſt common maxims of prudence, to avoid thoſe con- 
teſts, in which much may be loſt, and nothing can be 
gained. 

If the various exceſſes into which you have plunged, 
with a precipitancy unexampled in the annals of this 
country, have involved you in pecuniary difficulties, you 
have no right to call upon the nation to extricate you. 

I am very far from wiſhing you to be confined withia 
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the ſcanty limits of a penurious income; I would have it 
fully equal to your exalted birth and expectations; but 
in fixing your eſtabliſhment, an attention muſt be paid 
fo the finances of the nation. The former muſt ever 
depend upon the latter, and it may perhaps be matter of 


information to your Royal Highneſs, that 


EVERY NEW TAX, UNDER OUR ENOR- 
MOUS LOAD OF DEBT, IS AN ADVANCE 
TOWARDS A REVOLUTION. 


This is a ſerious and alarming truth, which' ſhould 
awaken you to a fenſe of cecquomy, for the ſake of 
yourſelf and family, even if you ſhould have no regard 
for the empire, to which you have an hereditary claim. 

Your political relation to the Conſtitution, gives the 
meaneſt of your fellow-citizens an intereſt in your con- 
duct. In your fate that of millions is involved, and the 
danger to be apprehended from your connections and 
your habits, is ſufficient to alarm even confidence itſelf. 
Unhappily, Sir, the people, anxious to avert the miſ- 
chiefs with which they are threatened, by your attach- 
ments, have in vain endeavoured to ſhame you out of 
riot and bad company; they have in vain endeavoured 
to recal you to a ſenſe of your dignity, and to the con- 
ſideration of thoſe tenures, by which alone the imperial 
diadem of Britain can be held: but inſenſible as you 
have been to their admonitions; averſe as you are known 
to be, to good counſel, you cannot be uninformed, that 
the violation of theſe tenures coſt one Monarch his life, 
and another the Crown. Be adviſed, Sir Their c:- 
taſtrophe deſerves your attention, and you will do well 


to remember, that in the ſame ſituation, and under the 


ſame circumſtances, you will be liable to the ſame pe- 
nalties! 


. 


When you imprudently embarked in the ſervice of 
oppoſition, it did not occur to you, perhaps, that it 
ought to be an invariable maxim, with every branch of 
the Royal Family, to obſerve the ſtricteſt neutrality to- 
wards the various factions which are perpetually con- 
tending for an aſcendancy in the Government; but 
ſince your fatal and diſgraceful alliance with men of the 
worlt and moſt profligate characters in the kingdom, it 
has been the principal object of their attention, to ſe- 
duce you from the conſideration of a truth, no leſs ob- 
vious than important, by plunging you into all the ex- 
ceſſes of expenſive riot and diſſipation, as if it had been 
their fixt determination, that your ruin ſhould precede 
that of the empire! 

Your intimacies, no leſs mean than diſhonorable, with 
ſuch men, have not only excited an alarm among all 
ranks of people at home, but become the table-talk at 
every tavern and coffee-houſe on the continent, where 
you are more cenſured for your want of pride, than for 
your want of prudence; and while foreigners behold, 
with ſcorn and aſtoniſhment, the Heir of Britain de- 
grading himſelf below even the meaneſt of his worthleſs 
companions, your fellow-citizens lament, with the moſt 
affectionate concern, your obſtinate attachment to men, 
who have neither talents, integrity, nor manners. 

A momentary reflection would be ſufficient to awaken 
you to a ſenſe of your ſituation; but your aſſociates, 
aware of the danger of leaving you to yourſelf, have 
artfully contrived to keep you in the worſt of diſſipa- 
tions, leſt a lucid interval of good ſenſe ſhould reſtore 
you from the delirium of pleaſure to the exerciſe of your 
underſtanding. 

They are conſcious that they muſt finiſh whenever 
you have the virtue to reſume yourſelf, and they do well 
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to keep you in profound ignorance of the dangers which 


ſurround you. 

In the black catalogue of their aggravated guilt, the 
infamy of playing off the ſon againſt the father is not 
the leaſt criminal and ingenious—is is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with their principles, and favorable to their de- 
ſigns, to render the former a dupe to their artifices, and 
the latter a cypher in his dominions: but as millions are 
involved in your fate, it is impoſſible but the clamours 
of the multitude will force their way through the ſturdy 
and beggarly phalanx with which you have guarded 
Carleton Houſe, and counſel you to acknowledge a 
truth, which filial duty, independent of every political 
obligation, ought to have ſuggeſted to you. 

Recollect, Sir, the hiſtory of the two men who would 
arrogate to themſelves the firſt offices in the State, and 
tremble for the conſequences of your extraordinary par- 
tiality. RecolleC that one of them, in time of profound 
peace, excited a civil war in the diſtant provinces, by 
reviving a claim, which had been abandoned as imprac- 
ticable eight years before. The Coloniſts, ſtanding on 
the adamantine pillars of the Conſtitution, afferted that 
taxation and repreſentation were inſeparable. A nega- 
tive was ſounded from the ſhores of America as from 
the voice of Jove; nor has the thunder of the Britiſh 
arms been able to cancel the irrevocable fiat of Truth 
and Juſtice. Fleets and armies were tranſported, at an 
enormons expence, to recover by violence what had 
been loſt by folly ; but as the war was as. ill- conducted 
as it was wantonly begun, the events of the conteſt were 
the abſolute loſs of America, a ruinous war with the three 
great maritime powers of Europe, a diminution of com- 
merce, revenue, and dominion, and an increaſe of taxes, 
which puzzles the ingenuity of finance to raife even ſuf- 
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ficient to pay the intereſt of the national debt, and of the 
money voted for the ſupport of Government. 

Is it to this wretched politician, who has deprived his 
country of an extent of territory equal to half of Eu- 
rope, that you wiſh to give your confidence? Is this 
bluſterer in politics, whoſe capacity and views extended 
no farther than to the management of his mercenaries, and 
who vainly thought, that if he could triumph in Parlia- 
ment he could triumph every where elſe? —Is this great 
luminary, whom we now ſee fallen from his ſphere, and 
moving as one of the ſatellites in the circle of an inferior 
planet, that once performed a ſubordinate courſe round 
his bright orb, to be again called forth into public life, 
that he may complete the ruin which he began? 

Is it this great miniſter, degraded into a mean and 


ſervile dependance on the very man who menaced him 


with the block, in the zenith of his power, for the com- 
plicated crimes of venality, treachery, and corruption, 
that is to work our political ſalvation? Shame upon 
ſuch folly! 

Is it to ſuch a man, Sir, that you are ſo anxious to 
confide the ſafety of the nation? Impoſſible! Were 
you to pronounce it in my preſence, I ſhould queſtion 
the fidelity of my ears. Is it from a junction ſo unna- 
tural that the moſt valuable appendage of the Britiſh 
Empire is to be preſerved from following the ruinous 
example of America? or can you ſeriouſly believe that a 
pyebald miniſtry, compoſed of odds and ends, and men 
of ſtraw, can poſſibly reſtore this country to her former 
ſplendor? You may reckon to eternity, Sir, but all the 
cyphers in the univerſe will never make an unit. 

America torn from us by the very root; Ireland on 
the eve of revolt, and Scotland beating the loud drum 
of diſcontent, from the Tweed to the barren Orkneys, 
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exhibit a very gloomy and humiliating proſpect; while 
a faction in the centre of the kingdom, under the ſanc- 
tion of your authority, is indefatigably employed in 
bringing their Sovereign -and the meaſures of his Go- 
vernment into diſrepute! Are you to be informed, at 
this period, that your very exiſtence depends upon that 
of the Empire? Our acres will remain to thus through 
every Change that can poſſibly happen: we have only to 
transfer our allegiance; but a revolution conſigns you 
to beggary and to exile. In ſuch a moment of calamity 
you will not only find yourſelf without property, but 
without friends; and the vermin, who at preſent baſk 
in the ſun-ſhine of your favour, will be the firſt to aban- 
don you to the rigour of your fate. 

Let us however hope, that an event ſo melancholy to 
the kingdom, and ruinous to yourſelf, will be prevented 
by a timely attention to the obligations, which you owe 
to your country, and your family. 

Conſider what you have at ſtake, and baniſh from 
your confidence and ſociety, a ſet of men whoſe perni- 
cious counſels and profligate manners have done equal 
injury to the power and to the morals of the nation. 


NEPTUNE., 
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OF 


TILL WORLD. 


On a fradulent Tanſaction that e at 
Newmarket. 


DECEMBER, 1791. 
SIR, 


I AM as little diſpoſed to think i of a YOUNG 
MAN, whoſe intereſt it certainly is, that all the world 
ſhould think well of him, as the moſt intimate of his 
bottle companions: but my opinion of him muſt be re- 
gulated by his conduc, and not by the partial or venal 
reports of intereſted individuals, to all of which every 
action of his life gives a direct and poſitive contradic- 
tion. A recent tranſaction, which ſhrinks from inveſ- 
tigation, and puts even impudence to the bluſh, has 
brought him forward to public notice, from the back 
ground into which the moſt wanton profuſion had 
driven him, and that under circumſtances fo humiliat- 
ing and diſgraceful, as to extinguiſh every hope, that 
compaſſion for his youth, and reſpect for his family, 
have hitherto entertained from the combined efforts of 
time and experience. 

A variety of reports, on which a variety of conjec- 
tures have been formed, and a variety of random aſſer- 
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tions made, have, for ſome time paſt, engroſſed the ge- 
neral attention, and furniſhed matter for ſevere animad- 
verſion among all ranks and deſcriptions of people; but 
various as theſe reports have unavoidably been, from the 
circumſtance that gave riſe to them, being known only 
to a CHOSEN few, the perſon whoſe reputation only 
they affected, and which only could be affected by them, 
was the focus in which their peſtilential and deſtructive 
rays finally centered. It was he ALONE who ab- 
ſorbed the guilt and infamy of the tranſaction; he alone 
ſuſtains the odium ; for his ſituation in life deprives him 
of the poor and ſorry conſolation of an aſſociate in the 
crime laid to his charge. Were there even a thouſand 
acceſſaries, HE woyld eclipſe them all—He alone would 
be conſidered as the principal, and ſtand alone expoſed 
to public cenſure aud deriſion for who, among the 
moſt neceſſitous and profligate of his pretended friends, 
would have preſumed to ſuggeſt fo foul and ſo iniquitous 
an expedient; and he that gave the advice, will he have 
the effrontery to avow it? I am poſitive that he will 
not, though it were to fcreen the deluded youth from 
reproach and jgnominy. 

The fraud was no ſooner committed, than it blazed 
forth, in all its turpitude: Vice felt herſelf honored by 
the audacity, as well as by the atrociouſneſs of the trick, 
and gloried in what has been matter of profound grief 
and aſtoniſhment to every virtuous mind in the king— 
dom. It was at firſt imagined, that the ſplendor of 
rank would have dazzled the million, and afforded a 
ſhield to the dignified perpetrator: thoſe who counted 
upon this ſecurity, paid but an ill compliment to the 
morals of the Nation. Theſe Gentry have ſince been 
taught, that the morals and manners of the people are 
not to be violated with impunity. They have found, 
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that even the public prints, whoſe miſtaken lenity has 
hitherto ſpared their perſons and their crimes, diſdained 
a criminal taciturnity upon the occaſion, and demon- 
ſtrated their patriotiſm by ſtigmatizing what they juſtly 
conſidered as a diſhonor to the Country. Their zeal 
and their clamour appear to have penetrated into the 
very ſanctorum of Turf Swindling, and to have fright- 
encd even the ſtouteſt of the Banditti. 

A mean and pitiful requeſt was made in a ſucceſhon 
of anonymous paragraphs, that e public would ſuſpend 
&« their judgment until a certain club ar combination of men, 
« gave their report. — Several weeks have elapſed ſince 
theſe petitions were made; but as it was probable that 
the affair was too myſleriaus and intricate for a prompt de- 
ciſion, no objection was made to the delay. It was, 
however, expected, that theſe gentlemen, ſitting in judg- 
ment on the character of a man ſo nearly related to us all, 
would at leaſt authenticate their report by the ſignature of 
their reſpective names. But in this well-founded hope 
we have been diſappointed; not one of the jurors em- 
pannelled upon the occaſion, will perſonally vouch for 
the innocence of either maſter or man, and to have pub- 
liſhed this extraordinary report, in the firſt perſon plural, 
without informing us whether it was the production af 
an individual or of a multitude, was an offence againſt 
grammar, as well as againſt ſound policy, and good 
manners, for what confidence can we have in the verdict 
of an imvi/ible jury? and what right has even the fr 2 
man in this Country, to expect that we ſhould impli- 
Citly believe an anonymous ipſe dixit? Inſtead of an 
explicit and ample explanation, which was to eſtabliſh 
the :nnecence of the parties, and totally to deſtroy every 
veſtige of ſuſpicion, a compound of impertineat and fri- 
volous aſſertions and paragraphs, beginning with WE 


6-8 3 


HAVE, &c. are offered to us with all the inſolence of 
deſpotic authority. The ſtory, ſo far from being eluci- 
dated, ſeems, by this lame and nameleſs defence, to be 
more than ever perplexed: ſo far from being brought 
into the clear and brilliant atmoſphere of truth, it ſeems 
to be more envelloped than ever, in dark and ſulphurous 
clouds, which blacken, even to the complexion of Ere- 
bus, the hapleſs object, whom it is pretended to bleach 
and purify! I can eaſily conceive the confuſion which 
the neceſſity of doing SOMETHING in this nefarious bu- 
ſineſs muſt have occaſioned. No doubt but the diſtreſs 
into which ſo diſaſtrous an event plunged all thoſe who 
riot in Pall Mall, or elſewhere, muſt have been conſi- 
derable; no doubt but they beheld the calamity and ruin 
with which they were threatened by an event, likely, in 
its conſequences, to have produced a total and happy 
revolution in the ſentiments of their deluded patron 
The ſecurity they have long enjoyed in the public cre- 
dulity and forbearance, added to their avowed contempt 
of character, made them at firſt indifferent to all cen- 
ſure, but in proportion as the buzz increaſed, their fears 
augmented, and a reſolution was taken to do all that 
guilt could do, to appear innocent. Affidavits ſometimes 
impoſe on vulgar minds. At all events they have their 
convenience, when judiciouſly introduced, as well as an 
alibi, and the magiſtrate, before whom they are ſworn, 
by lending his name, ſeems to bear teſtimony to the 
truth of the aſſertions they contain. I do not mean to 
impeach the veracity of thoſe that have been made, 
though not produced, on this occaſion. I have every re- 
ſpe& for the ing reputation, and wonderful dexterity 
of the groom that has been introduced to public notice 
with ſo much parade and circumſtance. He may, for 
ought I know to the contrary, be a gentleman of the 
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 firieft honor, and moſt accompliſhed manners. The ſchool 
in which he has been educated, certainly indicates as 
much, and will not permit me to doubt a moment, 
either of his refitude or good breeding. Yet with all 
poſſible confidence in his integrity and politeneſs, and with 
an equal degree of reverence for the judgment of thife 
who recommended this mode of exculpation, I think it 
was indecent, if not dangerous, to make the charaQter 
of one of the moſt elevated men in the kingdom, depend 
ſolely upon the credit which may, or may not, be given 
to the teſtimony of a man in one of the very lowelt, and 
certainly leaſt honorable occupations in Jife, and who 
being unfortunately, though no doubt undeſervedly, in- 
volved in the ſame cenſure that affects his royal maſter, 
will find it difficult to eſcape ſuſpicion; There may be 
ceconomy and novelty in attempting to white-waſh ws 
individuals with ane affidavit, but I am ſure there was lit- 
tle ſkill in it. Perhaps it was an expedient of neceſſity, 
and adopted, not from any hope of its being efficacious, 
but merely as being the leaſt exceptionable; if ſo, I would 
aſk the pretended friends of this hapleſs youth, if even the 
moſt virulent of his &nemic$ (ſuppoſing him to have any) 
could poſſibly degrade him to a condition more painful? 
Theſe remarks, however hard they may bear on the par- 
ties concerned, are not meant to preſerve the unworthy 
ſubject alive in the minds of men; on the contrary, they 
are meant to ſilence impudent and imprudent efforts 
to explain away, what cannot be denied, and what, from 
my very ſoul, I ſincerely wiſh, had never happened. It is 
the fartheſt from my intention to wound the feelings, oi 
to add to the keen anguiſh, which the perſon alluded to 
muſt ſuffer, on finding himſelf become the table-talk of 
grooms and valets. I feel for his ſituation, and lament, 
that a name which ought to be idelized, and a rant 
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which ought to be reſpected, ſhould be familiarly can- 
vaſſed in the polluted mouths of the outcaſts and refuſe 
of ſociety! I am amazed that his pride has not taken 
offence, at the idea of Vermin ſitting in judgment upon 
Excellence; and that what ought to be the boaſt and 
comfort of the nation, ſhould wantonly alarm its fears, 
and incur its reproach; I am grieved, Sir, that he ſhould 
be ſo inattentive to his own honor and happineſs, at a 
moment when the fatal conſequences, ariſing from a 
paſſion for low and profligate company, are ſo ſtrik- 
ingly evident in a branch of the Royal Family in 
France, and to which unfortunate propenſity may per- 
haps, in ſome degree, be attributed the diſaſtrous ſitua- 
tion of a country, hitherto conſidered as the moſt en- 
lightened, and moſt civilized part of the globe. 


LEGION. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


AN attempt has been made to anſwer the preceding 
Letters; but if anſwers were to flow from the prels 
until every type in Europe was expended, they could 
not refute any one aſſertion, or controvert any one argu- 
ment contained in the foregoing pages. This is not a 
declaration, proceeding from an arrogant or an affected 
ſuperiority over adverſaries that are ignorant and con- 
temptible, but a conſequence naturally reſulting from 
having taken the right fade of the queſtion, and from hav- 
ing adhered moſt ſcrupulouſly to fas, which can nei- 
ther be palliated nor denied. What is matter of public 
notoriety cannot decently be diſavowed; and if the gen- 
tlemen, who, with more apparent regard to their inte- 
reſt, than to their characters, have attempted to apolo- 
gize for dignihed profligacy, had recognized the ſtrong 
and inacceſſible ground on which I have taken poſt, I 
do not think they would have hazarded a conteſt, from 
which his Royal Highneſs is likely to receive ſuch little 
benefit, and his champions ſuch little honer. 

It is rather unfortunate, that a pamphlet avowedly 
written to reſcue the Prince of Wales from what is 
termed ©« unmerited odium, ſhould ſcarce contain any 
thing elſe, than an impeachment of the /zyalty and good 
manners of the perſon who is ſaid to have attacked the 
Heir Apparent with the moſt © unfeeling indecency.” 
This mode of exculpating guilt, will have very little 


weight with thoſe, who are accuſtomed to reaſon more 
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logically, and who eſtimate the force and validity of ar- 
guments by their affinity to truth; they will, as well as 
myſelf, be at a loſs to conjecture, what poſſible rela- 
tion can exiſt between the vices of one man, and the 
rudeneſs of anther; neither can it be well underſtood, 
why malice and diſſoyalty in the latter (ſuppoſing theſe 
Charges to be well-founded) ſhould atone for a groſs and 
infamous violation of every moral and political duty in 
the former. 

do not know that J learnt to make my bow from 
the ſame dancing-maſter that inſtructed my adverſaries, 
but J will venture to aſſert, that our ethics are not de- 
rived from the ſame ſource. Whether my manners have 
been formed on the ſyſtem recommended by the late 
Lord Cheſterfield, who was eſteemed the beſt bred man 
of his age, or whether they reſemble thoſe of Buckhorſe, 
who was certainly the worſt; whether my ideas of civil 
government are taken from thoſe of Sir Robert Filmer, 
who had neither mind nor principle, or from thoſe of 
Algernon Sydney, who unqueſtionably had both, are of 
little import to the queſtion under conſideration; and as 
they do not tend to eſtabliſh either the guilt or innocence 
of his Royal Highneſs, they are irrelevant to the ſub- 
jeQ, and may poſſibly excite ſome doubts of the ſanity, 
as well as of the correctneſs of that mind, which could 
introduce them for either purpoſe; nor is it lefs curious, 
that a gentleman, who has publiſhed preciſely twenty- 
five pages and a half, of what he is pleaſed to call O6- 
ſervations on the Letter addreſſed bo the Prince of Wales, 
(and which twenty-five pages, with their fraction in- 
cluded, are avowedly written to bleach and purify his 
Royal Highneſs) ſhould acknowledge much more than 
J have aſſerted, or even imagined. If this mode of 
proving the jnnocence of men, by eſtabliſhing their 
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guilt, could be introduced at the Old Bailey, the felons 
in Newgate would have little to apprehend from the 
verdict of a jury. 

The only paſſages that relate to the ſubject in queſ- 
tion, acknowledge moſt unequivocally, 

The © exiftence of bacchanalian orgies at Carleton 
Houſe.” | 

That © the Prince of Wales has kept exceeding bad 
company.” 

That © he ran in debt at one lime to the amount of near 
two hundred thouſand pounds.” 

That © he promiſed to behave better if his debts were 
paid; and that being paid, his Royal Highneſs broke his 
word, and behaved worſe.” . 

That © his Royal Highneſs came again to Parliament, 
for almoſt four times the former ſum, and which ſum was 
far more than either Sardanapalus or Heliogabalus (the 
worſt and moſt infamous f mankind) could poſſibly have 
ſquandered in the ſame ſpace of time." _ 

That e repreſentatives of the people, (whether wiſely 
or. honeſtly, is not mentioned) thus called upon, have put 
theſe debts in a train of liquidation.” 

And finally, that “ not one of theſe debts were contrafted 
by the man who has aſked us ta diſcharge them !” * 


* A reference to the Author will beſt aſcertain the fidelity with 
which I have quoted him. 

« How the immenſe ſums that have been raiſed have been miſ- 
applied, it is almoſt impoſſible even to gueſs. In tranſactions 
which would reflect ſuch eternal diſgrace upon the abettors of them, 
conjecture muſt wander wide of the mark. The public have ſeen 
debts to the amount of near tuo hundred thouſand pounds contracted 
in a ſhort period; they have alſo ſeen thoſe debts diſcharged by Par- 
liament. It is not to be wondered, after his Majeſty's meſſage, ſtat- 
ing © a well-grounded expectation that the Prince would avoid con- 
tracting any debts in future,” that his Royal Highneſs's hangers-on 
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What is this but accuſing his Royal Highneſs, and 
that © mot unmannerly,” it not mot maliciouſly,” of ob- 
taining money under falſe pretences? What is it, in 
fa, but pleading guilty to the indictment that I have 
preferred, and ſuing to that tribunal to which I have 
appealed, for mercy on the delinquent? If this man 
writes for bread, I pity him ;—if to inſtruct us, I think 
he has miſtaken his talents; and if to pay court to 
ſplendid guilt and imbecility, I am afraid that the ad- 
vantages I have derived from his teſtimony, will operate 
to his prejudice, and cancel every claim he can poſſibly 
urge to the ſmiles of the Heir Apparent, who certainly 
-owes very little to the judgment, whatever he may do to 
the zeal, of ſuch champions. If this gentleman really 
felt that affection which he profeſſes for the Prince, it 
would have been better ſhewn by a profound ſilence on 
a ſubject which will not bear inveſtigation, and which 
cannot occur to the mind, without manifeſt injury to 
his Royal Highneſs; the ſervility, however, of thoſe, 
who out of Parliament would excuſe the licentious ex- 


ſhould endeavour to plunge him again into difficulties, becauſe, as 
I have ſtated, and as it was generally believed, that was part of their 
(ſyſtem; but it is exceedingly to be wondered, that there ſhould 
have been found in this nation, perſons weak and wicked enough to 
truſt him, or rather them; for it is impotlible, it we conſider the im- 
menſity of the ſum, had he united the vices of Sardanapalus with 
thoſe of Heliogabalus, that he could ingo ſhort a time have ſquan- 
dered it, However that may be, the public have ſeen their repre- 
ſentatives called upon for a ſum of almoſt four times the bulk of the 
former ; they have ſeen the ſum, large as it is, in a train of liquida- 
tion through the channel of Parliament; they have ſeen men whom 
every one knew to have been inſolvent, ever ſince the firſt of the 
tranſaQtions alluded to, live in a ſtate of opulence and ſplendor and 
when they compare theſe two circumſtances, they will form their 
own opinion of this application of national property. Obſerva- 
tions on a Letter addrefjed to the Prince of Wales, p. 8. 


LW 1 
travagance of Carleton Houſe, is leſs reprehenſible, than 
that, which would adminiſter to it from then. 

In the former inſtance, its influence and example are 
confined within ſmall limits, by the obſcurity and po- 
verty of the parties; beſides, indigence has a claim to 
indulgence, for hunger hard prefſed, may tempt a man 
to do that, which relieved from the prefſure of famine, 
he would revolt at the baſeneſs cannot be very widely 
diffuſed, and not being committed in violation of any 
direct and poſitive engagement, the miſchief reſulting 
from it will be trifling and unimportant; but in the lat- 
ter inſtance, it aſſumes a more criminal and more dan- 
gerous appearance—a PART deputed by the WHOLE, 
to conduct the complicated intereſts of a wide-extended 
Empire, cannot ſafely deviate from that ſobriety and rec- 
titude, to which it is pledged for the benefit of the whole; 
and having duties to fulfil, it ſhould be remembered, that 
it has a character to preſerve—a complaiſance of the de- 
ſcription which I have ſtigmatiſed in neceſſitous and proſ- 
titute ſcribblers as ſervility, would be, in the other in- 
ſtance, neither more nor leſs, than a breach of public truſt, 
which the nation is bound to reſent and puniſh—A man, 
with a character ſo foul and ſo very black, that even ink 
cannot ſtain it, ſeemed diſpoſed on the 14th of May, to 
have complimented his Royal Highneſs with even more 
than he aſked ; and if the favor“ expected in return for this 
tribute of loyalty in advance, could poſſibly reſtore de- 
graded reputation, the quota of the honorable member 
would be wonderfully well laid out, with a certainty of 


A Peerage, This man had the effrontery to urge that, excluſive 
of the very large eſtabliſhment propoſed, Parliament ſhould gene- 
rouſly vote a ſum of money fully equal to the groſs amount of the 
debt! It is to this man, and to another (a ſucceſsful gambler) that 
his Royal Highneſs is ſaid to have been alone obliged ! 
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repayment, and an intereſt ſo uſurious, that even Pulte- 
ney himſelf, ſordid and avaricious as he is, would bluſh 
to receive. When men of this deſcription obtain ſeats 
in the Houſe of Commons, it proves that the conſtituent 
part of the nation, is'almoſt as corrupt as the repreſenta- 
tive, and makes the queſtion of reform a problem much 
more difficult to be ſolved than is imagined ; the man, 
whoſe propoſals in parliament were treated with ſcorn 
and deriſion by all parties, aims it is ſaid at a peerage, 
but deſpairing to obtain it in the preſent reign, he aſſures 
-himſelf to a certainty of it in the next. 

Is there any paſſage or ſentence in either of the 
preceding letters, that contains ſo ſevere and ſo pointed 
a ſatire on the principles of his Royal Highneſs, as the 
ſervile harangue of this worthleſs and litigious charac- 
ter, eſcaped from jail only to inſult us with impunity? 
What opinion muſt even /is man, who would laviſh 
without limitation or remorſe, the treaſures of the coun- 
try on ſenſeleſs diſſipation, entertain of the Prince, when 
he expects, in return for this breach of public duty, that 
his Royal Highneſs would, on his acceſſion to the throne, 
ſelect him for the Britiſh Pecrage? How fallen, how 
very much diſhonored and degraded, muſt the Heir Ap- 
parent appear, to even the moſt deſpicable of mankind, 
when they believe him capable of admitting them to his 
confidence and councils! I have no averſion to the he- 
reditary nobility of England; on the contrary, my re- 
ſpect for the ariſtocracy is known, and can be atteſted 
by many, whoſe exemplary probity, talents, and man- 
ners, juſtify their claim to diſtinction, and add luſtre to 
their titles; but my reverence for the peerage muſt de- 
pend on the quality of the materials of which it is com- 
poſed, and it is from my veneration for this branch of the 
legiſlature I aſſert, that its dignity cannot ſurvive its pu- 
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rity. It is already ſurcharged with offal, and will not 
bear any additional filth, without manifeſt danger to its 
exiſtence, and that of the monarchy. It is from the ſin- 
cereſt affection for both; it is that their permancy may 
be aſſured, and their reſpective excellencies deſcend to 
future times; it is, that the country which I love, with 
enthuſiaſtic fondneſs, be preſerved from uproar and 
civil tumult, that this ſtrong, and I truſt effectual re- 
monſtrance, has been addreſſed to a man, whoſe ſcanda- 
lous and expenſive levities are unhappily of a nature, to 
make us loath and deteſt royalty: whoſe conduct has 
excitedalarm and provoked diſguſt throughout the nation, 
and whoſe exceſſes have been brought more forcibly to 
our view, by the hiſtory of the times, and that at a mo- 
ment, when the country, defrauded and treacherouſly de- 
ſerted by a German deſpot, a pretended ally, whoſe exe- 
crable, hated name, ought to be torn from the liſt of ſo- 
vereigns by the common hangman, compelled the moſt 
temperate and beſt affected men in the kingdom to in- 
quire, in anger and diſdain, 


IF PRINCES HAVE A PRIVILEGE TO BE 
SCOUNDRELS? 


Well may the republicans repoſe upon their arms, and 
boaſt that their work will be done by the Princes of the 
blood !—Well may the partizans of Mr. Paine triumph 
in the vices of courts, and look forward with confidence 
to the extermination of monarchy—it is by tranſactions 
ſo foul and diſhonorable ;—it is by a conduct ſo ſcanda- 
lous and diſgraceful, that the peace of ſociety and the 
very exiſtence of Governments are endangered. It is 
ſhameful and unpardonable, that thoſe who are ſelected 
from the general maſs, and elevated to the higheſt ho- 
nors, with ſtipends ample and munificent even to prodi- 
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gality, for the important and dignified purpoſe of en- 
forcing obedience to the laws, ſhould be the firſt to vio- 
late them, and encourage, by their example, every 2 
of uproar and wild riot. 

Thoſe who would offer in excuſe ſor ſuch licence and 
diſorder, that there is one moral for courts, and another 
for the people, are not aware of the miſchief that may 
reſult from a diſtinctĩon ſo degrading to both, and which 
is no leſs repugnant to reaſon, than it is offenſive to vir- 
tue. In matters of morality and right, mankind ought 
to be on a par, and every attempt to weaken, efface, or 
deſtroy this ſalutary, this happy, this glorious equality, 
(the only one worthy of our emulation) argues equal 
profligacy and impudence!—]t was eaſy to foreſee, from 
the principles and conduct of thoſe whom his Royal 
Highneſs admitted to his confidence and table in early 
life, what would be the ſad iſſue of a ſelection ſo injudi- 
cious and ſo very incompatible with his elevated rank in 
ſociety : 

The influence which ſuch men would obtain over his 
infant and uninformed mind, was a natural conſequence, 
which however it may awaken our compaſſion for the 
paſt, or our fears for the future, ought not to ſurpriſe us. 
J do not enter into the hiſtory of his amours, nor into 
the very equivocal character of the lady, whom one part 
of what is called the faſhionable world, conſidered as his 
miſtreſs, and avoided; and whom the other, more ſervile 


and corrupt, regarded a sa woman whoſe careſſes were re- 


gillered, and legaliſed in heaven, if not on earth, and 
whoſe mockery of a ſacrament and of the laws, gave her 
a paſſport to that ſociety from which women leſs excep- 


tionable were excluded It will be ſaid, perhaps, that 


thoſe, whoſe ſcruples could be fo eafily removed, and 
who could find in ſuch a ſalvo, an excuſe for viſiting 
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Mrs. Fitzherbert, were not very nice in their morals, 
or, that the Prince expecting, (as a tribute of reſpect to 
himſelf) that the Lady ſhould be of every party, where 
he was invited, their ſenſe of decorum was ſacrificed to 
their vanity.— I cannot diſcuſs ſuch queſtions; nor am 
I caſuiſt enough to comprehend ſuch diſtinctions, It is 
only on plain and incontrovertible facts that my plain 
judgment can decide; and from the evidence before me, 
I feel no difficulty in declaring, that thoſe, whoſe ſervi- 
lity could deſcend to ſuch a condition, were baſe and ab- 
ject in the extreme; while the man, who could exact 
ſuch a conceſſion, as the price of his company, or as a 
tribute due to his rank, manifeſted an arrogance and a 
contempt of decency, highly incompatible with that re- 
ſpect which he owes to the nation, and which, (conſider- 
ing the influence he derives from his character in the 
State) cannot be reprobated with too much ſeverity. I 
am however willing that this tranſaction, diſreputable 
and connected as it is, with that which might have en- 
dangered his ſucceſſion, if it had been honeſtly inveſti- 
gated, ſhould be buried in oblivion, but I will never ſub- 
{cribe to the juſtice or expediency of adminiſtering to 
vice and folly, or of ſupporting expenſive eſtabliſhments, 
which impoveriſh the country, while they enervate its 
character, and corrupt its morals. It was with a view 
to reclaim his Royal Highneſs from bad company, that 
the letters ſigned Neptune were addreſſed to him in 
1784, and when at the diſtance of ſeven years, the ſcan- 
dalous adventure at Newmarket -proved, that admoni- 
tions were without effect; when it appeared, that bad 
habits and bad example, had taken ſtrong and deep root 
in a mind, on the purity of which the fate of millions 
might hereafter depend, it was ſurely juſtifiable in the 
writer who ſigns himſelf Legion, to expoſe in all the ſe- 
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verity of language, a conduct in which guilt end mean- 
neſs, diſputing the ſuperiority, aimed at depriving the 
nation of its faireſt hope and promiſe It is unneceſſary 
to ſay, what ought to have been the reflections of the 
Prince at theſe different periods, when the author of 
thoſe letters, unconnected as he was and ever will re- 
main with every deſcription of party and cabal, and who 
has no favors to aſk, either of miniſters, or of their oppo- 
nents, admoniſhed his Royal Highneſs of his danger, and 
predicted what has happened. Matter of much more 
immediate import to the nation, than his countenancing 
faction and every ſpecies of profligate libertiniſm, has 
ſince occurred ; principles have been manifeſted, which 
it behoves us to reſiſt, and which announce as little 
judgment as good faith in the quarter from whence 
they have originated. 


A credit moſt ſhamefully abuſed, and finally exhauſt- 
ed, has compelled the Prince of Wales to requeſt Par- 
liament to increafe his income, not altogether for the 
purpoſe of defraying the expences of an enlarged eſta- 
bliſhment, but to diſcharge incumbrances which he 
pledged himſelf in 1787, ſhould never be contrated— 
The amount of the debt, enormous as it is, does not 
ſtartle us ſo much, as the indecency of breaking his word 
to the nation, and if he has obſerved ſuch little good 
faith as Prince of Wales, what right have we to expect a 
conduct more correct, and more conſonant with his ob- 
ligations to ſociety, when he aſſumes a more exalted ſta- 
tion in the country? This is a queſtion that comes home 
to every man's breaſt, and particularly to thoſe who feel 
their rank and importance in the ſcale of animated na- 
ture. I will not abandon facts for conjecture, by aſk- 
ing if his Royal Highneſs would have applied to Parlia- 
ment for ſo much of the public money, if he could have 
taken it withzut? Neither will I inquire, if, while he 
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conforms in appearance to the conſtitution, he conſiders 
the people as his Bankers, and their repreſentatives as 
their clerks? All that I contend for is, that the coun-- 
try will be equally wronged and inſulted, whether thoſe 
debts are diſcharged through the medium of the Houſe 
of Commons, or by a mandate addreſſed, in the firit in- 
ſtance, to the clerks at the Exchequer. 

Another matter for conſideration is, that this ſecond 
application, unlike the firſt, was not accompanied dy 
any aſſurance either from the King or his Royal High- 
neſs, that no future demand of the kind ſhould be re- 
peated — This omiſhon is certainly extraordinary and 
merits obſervation. —It warrants a belief, that the par- 
ties conſider themſelves entitled to call on the extra 
bounty of the nation, whenever they think proper, or, 
(which muſt be matter of infinite pain and humiliation 
to his Royal Highneſs) that the aſſurance was not given, 
becauſe his veracity could not be relied: on! Our expe- 
rience unhappily gives equal force and validity to both 
ſuppoſitions, and with ſuch clear and explicit evidence 
of the facts upon record, it was the duty of a Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, and I am ſure it would have been 
conſiſtent with its honour, and at once manly and dig- 
nified, to have ſaid, 


« THUS FAR SHALL YE GO, AND NO 
FARTHER.” 


It was incumbent on the repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple to have preſcribed bounds to unfeeling prodigality, 
and inſatiate avarice. They muſt have known, that 
their acquieſcence would give impunity to the inſolence 
of the one, and to the rapacity of the other; they muſt 
have known, that by refuſing their acquieſcence, they 
would have diſcharged their duty to their conſtituents, 
and infuſed a century of new life into the conſtitution; 
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fuch a conduct would have reſtored the Houſe. of Com- 
mons to that credit and confidence with the nation, 
without which its duration will be precarious: and ra- 
ther endured than approved. It would have been a 
complete anſwer to petitions for reform, and. have 
ſtrengthened the tether, by which royalty in his coun- 
try, is kept within bounds... | 

The only queſtion to be conſidered, was not ſuch as 
the Chanceller of the Exchequer was conſtrained to 
ſubmit to the judgment of Parliament, and on which 
many will decide, who have little right to give an opi- 
nion, either from their capacity, or their reftitude.—— 
It is not, whether the Prince of Wales ſhall have an an- 
nual income of SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND or 
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY FIVE 
THOUSAND POUNDS, and be permitted to call 
occaſionally, for temporary aids, but whether the for- 
mer ſum, in addition to the Duchy of Cornwall,* was 


* Inſtead of adhering to what alone the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain were bound to notice, and to which alone they ſhould have con- 
fined themſelves—inſtead of taking that line, which was pointed out 
by the meſſage in 1787, and AUTHORISED by a departure from 
it in 1795—An attempt was made to entangle and perplex a conſti- 
tutional queſtion of conſiderable magnitude, with queſtions of law. 
and to convert Parliament into a Court of Chancery, to hear an im- 
probable charge of embezzlement or miſapplication of property in 
truſt, preferred on behalf of a minor againſt his father. I will not 
diſtreſs the feelings, ner alarm the fears of thoſe gentlemen, who 
would have degraded the repreſentative dignity, by queſtions, which 
can only be diſcuſſed with propriety and effect, in a Court of Law 
or Equity Their motives for ſo extraordinary a departure from 
their line of duty, may poſſibly have been perfectly honorable and 
diſintereſted ; but it is a queſtion of legiſlation, and not of law, 
which they were called upon to decide, and a queſtion which very 
m2terially relates to the honor and ſecurity of the Royal Family on 
the one ide, and to the pre ſervation of the conſtitution on the others 
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not a very ample proviſion, and fully adequate to ſup- 
port the ſplendor of an individual of his exalted rank 
and pretenſions, and whether, when ſetiled on him, it 


for if we loſe it, where ſhall we ſeek another ? Reſtored to its pu- 
rity, where can we find its equal? The queſtion to be conſidered, 
is not whether the Duchy of Cornwall belongs in fee to the Prince 
of Wales—lIt is not whether he holds it by Military Tenure, or by 
the Peers Tenure, or whether the King, having received the rents 
during the minority of the Prince, ſhould be called upon to refund, 
what, after deducting the expences of his education and mainte- 
nance, would be no object either to the nation, or to his Royal 
Highneſs, but whether the Prince of Wales ſhall come to Parlia- 
ment for a Million of the public money, whenever he thinks pro- 
per; and whether it is HONEST or GRATEFUL in thoſe, whom 
the country ſupports in ſplendor and magnificence, to run riot, and 
waſte its property, in profligate and expenſive pleafures, in which 
taſte, decency, and œconomy, are ſacrificed without ſhame or re- 
morſe ? It is not a frivolous diſpute between a guardian and his 
ward, of little import even to the partics, and of much leſs to the 
nation, but a matter involving in it a variety of ſerious and na- 
tional confiderations—Tt is whether the morals of the country ſhall 
be preſerved or deſtroyed It is whether thoſe who have dared to 
offer them every poſlible inſult, ſhall be allowed to proceed in their 
diſgraceful career with impunity It is, in fact, whether we will 
any longer ſubmit to the intolent licentiouſneſs of thoſe, who ſeem 
by their eonduct to imagine, that we are created for their ſole uſe 
and convenience, and fit only to adminiſter to their vices and nece{- 
ſities?—T can pity and forgive the imbecility that is flattered by 
ſuch an idea, but the guilt that would act in conformity to it, de- 
ſerves chaſtiſement, and ſhall find no quarter 

I will ſpare his Royal Highneſs the painful recital of tranſactions, 
which are no leſs repugnant to his obligations to ſociety, than they 
have been ruinous and diſgraceful to himſelf. I with to draw a 
veil between our indignant and offended fight, and thoſe diſreputable 
ſcenes, which have finally deprived him and his brothers of that af- 
teftion and reſpect, which were ſpontancouſly beſtowed and fondly 
continued, while the moſt diſtant hope was entertained of amend- 
ment or contrition. I will not comment on their diſgraceful hiſ- 
tory, nor dwell on the ſhame leſs profligacy, that has dared to appear 
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was decent or juſt in his Royal Highneſs to have ex- 


ceeded it? | 
This is the only point of view in which Parlianient 


at a place of public reſort, in defiance of all decency and decorum, 
with a public actreſs, an acknowledged proftitute, at whoſe door, 
two centinels were oftentatiouſly placed, as if the guilt of the Lady, 
and the depravity of the Lover were not already ſufficiently conſpi- 
cuous !— That ſuch an indecency ſhould have been offered, has more 
in it to offend, than to ſurpriſe us; the wonder is, that the company 
aſſembled at Brighton ſhould have ſubmitted to the inſult, but, 
« I will not ſpread the compoſt on the weeds to make them ranker,”" 
neither will I enlarge on the raſh and inconſiderate levity, of appro- 
priating to her uſe, the Royal carriages, and attendants in Royal 
liveries, allowed him by the munificenceof the nation to ſupport the 
ſplendor of his rank, and not to inſult the morals and good ſenſe of 
the country—Flagrant and indecent as this conduct unqueſtionably 
is, its turpitude is laſt in the magnitude of other, and more impor- 
tant conſiderations, which the criminal and inexplicable profligacy 
of princes (as if a fatality attended them !) preſs on our attention, 
and which I will defy the moſt cool and collected mii to contem- 
plate, without gloom and alarm. This man, more talkative than 
wiſe, ſeems to conſider the reſtrictions intended to be impoſed on 
future Princes of Wales, as a perſonality levelled at his brother 
and allowing this to be the fact, what muſt futurity think of THAT 
brother, who reduced the legiflature to the neceſſity of ſuch a mea- 
ſure? I will not, out of tenderneſs to his Royal Highneſs, com- 
ment on the indecency of ſome other obſervations, which it would 
have been prudent to ſuppreſs, and which were as ill founded as 
they were indiicreet. The queſtion for the conſideration of Parliament, 
is not, Whether the Heir Apparent ſhall have a larger or a leſſer 
eſtabliſnment—It is not whether he ſhall be at liberty to contract 
debts, beyond his ability to diſcharge, but whether he ſhall be al- 
lowed to perſevere in a line of conduct which may endanger the 
peace of the country, and finally conſign him to beggary and exile ? 
This is, in fact, the queſtion that Parliament is called upon to de- 
cide, and as it involves in it the caſe, comfort and ſecurity of every 
individual in the empire, it behoves the Houſe of Peers to whom 
the Commons may poſſibly refer the important conſideration, and 
to whoſe rectitude of conduct the nation looks up with hope and 
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can with propriety conſider the application, that has 
been recently made ; it is the only one, on which I can 
deſcend to join iſſue with thoſe, who are diſpoſed to ſup- 
port the claim. Honor, policy, and gratitude forbade 
its being made in any form or ſhape whatever, and.leaſt 
of all by juggle, and were I diſpoſed to enjoy a malig- 
nant triumph over thoſewho have unfortunately lowered 
themſelves by this meaſure in the public eſtimation, I 
am moſt amply furniſhed with the means : but feeling 
for declining age, and commiſerating all the moral in- 


confidence, to give it the attention it deſerves, and to ſtand between 
their country and ruin! Woe be to Parliament and ro the Britiſh 
Empire, whenever the former has the guilt or imprudence to act in 
oppoſition to the general ſenſe of the latter; nor can it be too 
ſtrongly impreſſed on the memory of both, that the prodigality 
which accompliſhed the ruin of the Court of Verſailles, led alſo to 
the complete Bankruptcy and extinction of Royalty in France. 

The courſe which the Legiſlature of this country has to ſteer, 
may be difficult and perilous, but with ſuch viſible and numerous 
beacons on every fide, there will be inſanity, or ſomething worſe, in 
miſtaking it. The unexampled diſtreſs of the times the frequent 
and heavy demands for money to proſecute a war of a very extraore 
dinary nature to an honorable concluſion, forbid moſt eloquently, 
and moſt forcibly, any improvident, or wanton expenditure of the 
public treaſure, and eſpecially in favour of an individual, whoſe 
claim to the generoſity of the nation is denied, and with whoſe con- 
duct ſuch ſtrong and- univerlal diſſatisfaction has been univerſally 
and moſt deſervedly expreſſed— It behoves Parliament to reflect well 
on the probable conſequences of the preſent proceedings. — There is 
wiidom in deliberation, and it behoves them to conſider, if what 
they intend fer kindneſs, may not in its conſequences prove the re- 
verſe? It is poſſible, that much miſchief may reſult from a miſtaken 
and ill-timed generoſity, not only to the Sovereign whom it is their 
duty to reſpect, and to his offspring, whom they would ſupport and 
cheriſh in a ſtyle ſuitable to their dignity, but to the country, whoſe 
tranquillity they are bound by the ſtrongeſt of all poſſible ties, to 
preſerve, 
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ficmities annexed to it, I will ſpare Majeſty the reproach 
which it appears to have incurred, and leave the coun- 
try to decide on the extreme indiſcretion that has pro- 
voked a diſcuſſion fo unfavorable to the cauſe of monar- 
chy. As joint bondſman with his ſon, he would have 
done well to have preſerved his Royal Highneſs from 
the ignominy of his preſent ſituation: It was his in- 
tereſt, and lurely it was his duty, to have ſhewn, in 
times like the preſent, full of peril and of danger, 


THAT), A KING CAN BE FAITHFUL TO HIS 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


Strong as theſe animadverſions may appear to weak 
and timid men ; to men who mean well, and think 
right, but who are afraid to ſay what they think : offen- 


ſive'and democratic as theſe animadverſions may be re- 


preſented, by the ſervile and corrupt; who judging of 
my principles by their own, attribute to venality what 
is the reſult of conviction, and from which, no conſide- 
ration of perſonal intereſt, or ambition, ſhall ever ſe- 
duce me to depart. I will venture to aſſert, that my loy- 
alty has much leſ. of that alloy in it, than thoſe who 
flatter and miſlead the Prince, and that influenced only 
by motives, which I know to be laudable and diſinte- 
reſted, the quantum of affection and reſpeR, which I 
ſhall pay to the Royal Family, and to miniſters, ſhall ne- 
ver be regulated by the quantum of favor J may receive 
from either, but by the rectitude and propriety of their 
conduct and meaſures. I love royalty, but it muſt have 
its appendages, as well as its trappings, or its claim to 
reſpect will be laughed at, and its exiſtence endan- 
gered—I have been accuſed of attacking his Royal 
Highneſs with indecency, but does the indecency of my 
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language equal the indecency of HIS conduct, and is 
vice in full dreſs to be worſhipped? Can birth or titles, 
ſanction crime, or give to folly a privilege to inſult 
public morals and to ſquander the public money with 
impunity? Thoſe who can anſwer in the affirmative 
are qualified for an idolatry more filthy and abſurd than 
that of the Jews, and to ſuch worſhip I conſign diem 

With reſpect to the motives that urged me to the 
publication of the foregoing pages, they are juſtified by 
the occaſion that excited them—Satisfied f the puri y of 
my intentions, and of the rectitude of ny conduct in 
public and in private, I have no account to render; — 
reverencing, as I have ever done, th! aws of my coun- 
try, and taking the conſtitution for my guide, I have 
nothing to fear! The family on the throne are indebted 
to the ſame principles that I profeſs, and to the ſame 
language that I hold, for their dignified ſtation in this 
country, and will not, cannot diſown the ſource of their 
greatneſs !—The abject and corrupt, who are as ready 
to betray, as they are ready to flatter, may affect to con- 
demn the ſeverity with which I have cenſured the crimi- 
nal irregularities of the Heir Apparent ; T hey may even 
pretend to reprobate the principles that I have avowed, 
and the language that I have held, but the royalty that 
could be pleaſed with a ſervility ſo repugnant to the 
maxims of our Conſtitution, or that would cavil at what 
is its intereſt to reſpeR, and its duty to acknowledge, 
muſt be rank and diſtempered indeed! 

I really foreſee much ſerious and not very remote 
miſchief to the Conſtitution, unleſs principles of recti- 
tude are ſpeedily adopted, and a good example given by 
thoſe, in whom it is infamy to give a bad one, and 
whenever the ſigns of amendment appear at C arleton 
Houſe, and his Royal Highneſs acknowicdges by his 
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conduct, what he owes to his country, Iwill be as ready 


to applaud, as I have been to cenſure.—He is no longer 
Juvenile, and he will do well to remember, that what 


are 
Follies at TWENTY, are Vices at FORTY. 


It muſt however be left to time to diſcover, what ef- 
fect theſe letters will have on the mind of the perſon, to 
whom they are addreſſed ;—it is poſſible that he may 
regard them as the expedient of a neceſſitaus ſcribbler to 
obtain temporary relief ; it is even poſſible that his Royal 
Highneſs may have ſmiled at animadverſions, which 
ought to have excited other ſenſations than thoſe of mer- 
riment ; he may even have branded the pamphlet, as 
the miſerable catchpenny of an author, who availing 
himſelf of a popular topic, would anſwer and refute his 
own aſſertions ;—if ſuch ſ-uld have been the obſerva- 
tions of the Prince to the perſon whom he requeſted would 
read the letter is him, and it the idea that I am venal, or 
that I am profligate enough to write, on both ſides of the 
queſtion, ſhould afford any conſolation to his royal mind, 
he is right welcome to every enjoyment it can afford 
him ; I certainly ſhall not envy him, either his feelings 
or his judgment. There are thoſe about the Prince, 
who may ſuggeſt and foſter ſuch an idea, while others 
may repreſent the author as a man, tainted with demo- 
cracy, and diſaffected to the throne. To his Royal 
Highneſs, and thoſe of the former deſcription, it may be 
a ſufficient anſwer to their opinions and conjectures, to 
ſay, that ſuperior to the infamy of writing for hire, and 
having really no object in view but to preſerve the Con- 
ſtitution from the danger, with which it is menaced by 
the conduct of the male branches of the Royal Family, 
] have given the entire profits of this publication, what- 
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ever they may be, to the Publiſher : and to thoſe of the 
latter deſcription, who may be diſpoſed to brand me as 
democratic, I have only to lament, that an odium ſhould 
of late become attached, to what happily forms a very 
conſiderable ingredient in our admirable conſtitution, 
and which ſhould be cheriſhed—not decried, at a moment 
when it is attempted to ſupplant our national demo- 
cracy, by a wild and ruthleſs anarchy, ſubverſive of 
morals, religion, and all public and private ſecurity.—I 
have neither ſpleen nor reſentment to gratify againſt the 
Royal Family; on the contrary, I hold them in af- 
fection and reſpect, but their ſmiles, unleſs in appro- 
bation of a conduct which I feel to be laudable and juſt, 
have no charms; and as to their frowns, it is impoſſible 
they can diſturb or affect me - I am ready to pay every 
homage, that is due to the ſovereign and to his off- 
ſpring ; their rank in the country certainly gives them a 
claim to homage and regard, but it is only a conduct 
correſpondent with their ſtation, that can legitimate and 
ratify the claim. Allegiance, reſpect, friendſhip and all 
the various duties, which men living together in ſociety, 
owe to each other, are relative and reciprocal.: depen- 
dent on the fidelity by which they act towards each other, 
and no longer binding on one ſide, than they are accu- 
rately and faithfully fulfilled on the r: In this coun- 
try, where men and things are conſidered as diſtinct, and 
where the union of the office and of the man, is condi- 
tional ; where Majeſty is (as it ought to be every where 
elſe) the collected force, and wiſdom of the nation; it is 
neceſſary, that the Throne ſhould be ſupported, not by 
terror, nor by the blaze of exterior and unprofitable 
ſplendor, but by affection. To be dependent on a blind 
and ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition, ſubje to the caprice:of opi- 
nion, and the fluctuations of time, would be at once diſ- 
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graceful and inſecure; the dignity and preſervation of 
the Throne, muſt, as well as its origin, be derived from 
the operations of reaſon, and the teſt of experience : 
They muſt havecertain fixt principles for their baſis, and 
a ſyſtem originating from thoſe principles, to enſurethcir 
permanency, tor the only ſafe and honorable avenne to 
the heart, is by the underſtanding ; all other props are 
irrational, hazardous, and precarious ; more likely to 
accelerate miſchief, than to prevent it, and to which a 
mind, weak or vicious in the extreme, only would have 
recourſe. —The province of Royalty is to vivify, cheer, 
and exhilerate; not to awe, dazzle, and petrify.—Its 


powers, to be reſpected and obeyed, muſt be attractive, 


not repellant; an authority thus regulated, confirms, 
and conſolidates itſelt by the virtue of its own weight; 
it claims the adoration of mankind as a right, not as a 
favor, and aſſures to the Sovereign, that loyalty and obe- 
dience, which he can never acquire, or retain by vio- 
lence—Ina word, our love of monarchy is irrevocable ;— 
it is a fixture in the mind, and cannot be diſplaced ; but 
our love of the monarch, muſt ever remain acontingency 
on his conduct and capacity, to be ſuſpended, continued, 
or finally withdrawn, as circumſtances may require. 
A wiſe man, will not diſpute the validity of ſuch a te- 
nure, much leſs will he hazard it;—a good one, would 
not wiſh to hold a ſceptre on any other, and it ts on the 
unqueſtionable evidence of Engliſh Hiſtory J aſſert, 
that the Engliſh Nation will never ſuffer a bad man to 
hold it on any conditions.—Such arc the doctrines and 
ſuch the principles, that ought to be inſtilled into the 
mind of a Britiſh Prince; they are at once, wholeſome, 
rational, and conſtitutional ;—they are connected with 
his honor and his happineſs, and ſo intimately blended 
with the peace, order, and fccurity of Government, that 
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to ſpurn or neglect them, is to endanger the whole fa+ 
bric of civil ſociety.—Such are the precepts, which a 
Britiſh Sovereign is bound, no leſs by intereſt than by 
duty to follow; and if thoſe who were charged with the 
education of the Prince of Wales, in early life, had exe- 
cuted the truſt repoſed in them, with that fidelity which 
was due to his Royal Highneſs, to their Sovereign, and 
to their country, the credit of the one would not have 
been impaired, nor the tranquillity of the other diſ- 
turbed, by a diſcuſſion, as painful to the nation, as it is 
perſonally diſreputable to the parties concerned. 

I am not conſcious, that this definition of Monarchy, 
and of the obligations of the Monarch, contain any thing 
offenſive or hoſtile to either. I know my mind to be 
perfectly free from every taint of diſaffection, and that 
the ſentiments I have advanced, are not only warranted 
by thoſe maxims of equity and common ſenſe, which 
form the baſis of all free governments, but that they are 
juſtified by the maxims of the Britiſh Conſtitution, to 
which I will remain, ſteadily and unalterably attached, 
to the laſt moment of my exittence, 

It is from that ſtrong and unaffected attachment, 
which I feel for the Conſtitution; it is from a ſincere 
and ardent deſire, that it may be perpetuated to the very 
end of time, that I have reprobated, with all the force 
and animation of language, the conduct of a man, to 
whoſe fortunes we are attached, and whoſe very errors 
may be the ſource of infinite miſchief and diſtreſs to mil- 
lions. If his conduct had been leſs flagitious, I would 
have been leſs ſevere ; if it had been exemplary, I would 
have been the loudeſt in his praiſe! But with a ſtake in 
the country, to the full as valuable, to the full as impor- 
tant, and to the full as neceſſary to MY comfort, feli- 
city, and ſecurity, as the diadem is to the peace, ſurety, 
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and honor of his Royal Father, I felt myſelf called upon 
to reprobate, what has a direct and manifeſt tendency to 


_ endanger the whole, and to entail diſorder and ruin on 


the nation. 

It is a miſtaken idea, and as falſe in theory, as it would 
prove pernicious in practice, that the conduct of the 
Heir Apparent ſhould be exempt from the cognizance, 
cenſure, or obſervation of the people: the reverſe of the 
propoſition is the fact; the character of his Royal High- 
nels partakes of the nature of public and of private pro- 
perty: it is an extended common, reaching from one 
extremity of the empire to the other, in the pre- 
ſervation of which, every individual has a common 
right, and common intereſt! Thoſe of the Prince are 
greater, not only from that immediate perſonal concern 
which he poſſeſſes, but from the flattering and animating 
diſtinRion, of being guardian of his own honor, not for 
the excluſive benefit of himſelf, but in truſt for the hap- 
pineſs, ſecurity, and independence of the whole king- 
dom! This is the relation in which his Royal High- 
neſs ſtands; and conſidering him in this point of view, 
every deviation from the rule of right, is a matter of 
public concern, and authoriſes cenſure, complaint, and 
even puniſhment, in proportion to the injury or miſ- 
Chief, that may reſult by a departure from it. I diſ- 
claim all perſonal rancor againſt the Prince It is im- 
poſſible that I can have cauſe for any; but even if I 
had, my temper and my habits will never permit me to 
avail myſelf of the public miſconduct of the man, in or- 
der to gratify private, perſonal pique or revenge. It is 
therefore on the broad and ſtrong ground of public right, 
that I have delivered, not only my own ſentiments, but 
thoſe of the entire nation. 

It is from the intereſt that I have in a Conſtitution to 
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which I am attached from a full conviction of its many 
excellencies; and from a love of that order which mo- 
dulates, pteſerves, and harmonizes civil ſociety; of that 
order, on which our liberties and fortunes depend, and 
which we are bound to cheriſh and reſpect, that I have 
cenſured a conduct, reprobated by every individual in 
the empire, and which is acknowledged to have a direct 
and immediate tendency to excite and authoriſe public 
diſcontents. Had his Royal Highneſs been inſtruted 
in thoſe obligations which he owes to the country ; had 
he been taught to conſider himſelf as an individual, on 
whom diſtinction is beſtowed, to excite him to an ho- 
norable diſcharge of the ſtation he holds, and of the du- 
ties he may hereafter be called upon to execute, there 
would probably have been no occaſion for theſe animad- 
verſions, the ſeverity of which is juſtified by the magni- 
tude of the danger with which we are threatened, from 
an obſtinate, not to ſay vicious perſeverance, in thoſe 
errors, from which every attempt to reclaim him, has 
hitherto proved fruitleſs. To urge, in extenuation of 
his conduct, that he has been M caunſelled, is an inſult at 
once to his underſtanding and the common-ſenſe of 
mankind; for having alſo been WELL-COUNSEL- 
LED, and being of an age to comprehend the force and 
extent of his obligations to ſociety, with a capacity to 
diſcriminate right from wrong, he is without the ſha- 
dow of an excuſe, for what would be criminal and fla 
gitious even in men, whoſe irregularities could not be of 
any miſchievous conſequence to the general intereſts of 
the community; but there ſeems to be a fatality attend- 
ing him, as lamentable, as it is unexampled. His hiſ- 
tory excites a conflict in the mind whenever it occurs, 
and my anger is checked by my humanity, in reflecting 
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on the hapleſs deſtiny which has marked his progreſs 
through life. | 

That the Prince has been ill-adviſed, is a truth uni- 
verſally admitted, and as univerſally regretted, nor has 
he been more happy in his advocates, than in his friend- 
ſhips; the former is likely to prove as miſchievous to 
his fame, as the latter have been to his fortune. The 
one has entailed on him diſhonor—the other poverty ; 
while both of them have the effrontery to pretend an at- 
tachment to the object, whom they have ruined and diſ- 
graced! One of this latter deſcription, comes forward 
in ſupport of the Prince, not from affection to his Royal 
Highneſs, but avowedly to promote miſchief; the vices 
of his profeſſion® are added to the follies of youth, and 
* whether it is apples of diſcord that he diſtributes, or in- 
t dows that he breaks,” the gentleman declares he is 
equally diverted ; his view is not to benefit the Heir 
Apparent, but to embarraſs Government, by entangling 
a queſtion ſufficiently clear, with law ſubtleties; the 
gentleman acknowledges, that he is not ſtimulated by 
affection to Roxalty, but by Hatred to the Miniſter ; his 
wiſh, he ſays, is merely to worry, teaſe, and perplex 
Adminiſtration. The Prince of Wales has only the 
.chance of the iſſue being favorable to his cauſe: He is 
merely a ſecondary conſideration, and rather the in- 


ſtrument of intentional miſchief in the hands of this 


yain and intoxicated quibbler, than an object of com- 
pailion, while the gentle.nan, anticipating with ma- 


lignant joy, the confuſion which he fancies his labours 
will create, looks qrwatds to diſtinction and reward 
ſrom a change in his Majelty's councils !—I diſclaim 
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all ſuch motives, and hold in equal contempt and abhors 
rence, all thoſe who have the guilt or folly to feel or 
avow them. — Theſe are not times for diſſention, but 
UNION; and his Royal Highneſs will do well to re- 
flect, on the additional odium, diſgrace, and infamy, that 
will inevitably reſult, from his following the pernicious 
counſels of thoſe, who adviſe him to proſecute his Ma- 
jeſty, or rather the nation, for arrears of rents pretended 
to be due from the duchy of Cornwall, after he had au- 
thoriſed Mr. Anſtruther to declare, that “ he would leave 
all matters, relative to his eftabliſhment, and the payment of 
his debts, to the wiſdom and diſcretion of Parliament, and 
that he defired nathing more, than what the country might 
cordially be induced to think he ought ts have*.” It was 
in conſequence of this apparent ſubmiſſion to the plea- 
ſure of the Legiſlature, and which was peculiarly due 
from his Royal Highneſs to the country, offended and 
irritated as it was by his conduct, that an encreaſed in- 
come was allotted, ſufficiently large to provide for the 
payment of his debts, and for his own domeſtic com- 
fort; and having obtained this munificent proviſion, 
from the unmerited bounty of the nation, in conſe. 
quence of the aſſurance ſolemnly and publicly given, 
« OF A PERFECT ACQUIESCENCE WITH 
WHATEVER SHOULD BE GRANTED,” I will 
leave his Royal Highneſs to judge of the decency, the 
propriety, and even rectitude of again violating his pro? 
miſe, by making a demand on the public purſe for 4 
ſum little ſhort of THREE HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND POUNDS! excluſive of intereſt accumulated 
during his minority, and which his officious and miſ- 
Chievous friends pretend muſt alſo be paid. Is this the 


* Vide the Meſſage from the Prince of Wales to the Houſe of 
Commons, delivered by Mr. Anftruther, 
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„ 
return that the counſellors of his Royal Highneſs adviſe 
him to make, to the generoſity and clemency of his 
country for having liberated him from debts, wantonly 
contracted, and in breach of faith, a ſecond time? — Is 
this the gratitude and fidelity, with which he promiſed 
* to acquieſce with whatever the country might cordially be 
induced to think he ought to have,” and will ſuch counſel- 
lors have the effrontery to contend, that they have the 
honor and intereſt of his Royal Highneſs at heart, when 
they recommend a meaſure, and ſtart a claim (without 
any colourable pretext, either in equity. or neceſſity, for 
the Prince is no longer embarraſſed with debts) which 
in private life would be conſidered as tantamount to 
ſwindling, and ſtamped as infamous? Have theſe men 
ſo little regard for the honor of the Prince, as to engage 
him to violate his ward a (THIRD TIME: Are they 
ſo little acquainted with his intereſts, and with the tem- 
per of the times; have they ſo little regard for his cha- 
racter and domeſtic happineſs, as to involve him in liti- 
gation with his father ; or would they make his father 
only a pretext to plunder the nation of near half a mil- 
lion, which, if it could be ſpared, would be much better 
applied in purchaſing corn for a famithed peaſantry, and 
ameliorating the miſerable condition of the lower orders 
of ſociety, than in adminiſtering to the ruthleſs prodiga- 
lity of Carleton Houſe, liberated as it is from all its 
embarraſſments; its eſtabliſhment reduced, and having 
no longer either diſtreſs, or pecuniary difficulties, to 
urge in excuſe for another demand on the public purſe? 
Is it then decreed, that the Heir Apparent ſhall give his 


confidence to thoſe only who miſlead or betiay him, and 


have they the folly and impudence to imagine, that the 
nation will ſubmit to be the dupe, or ſuffer his Royal 
Highneſs to be the victim of their treachery or igno- 


C053 


rance? Let the law luminary, who is ſuppoſed to di- 
rect the counſels at Carleton Houſe, and the two very 
upright and intelligent gentlemen in the Houſe of 


Commons, to whom alone the Prince confeſſes himſelf 


obliged, ſay, if they dare, to what purpoſes this enor- 
mous ſum is intended to be applied? The triumvirate 
is not very reſpectable, I confeſs; but equivocal as their 
teſtimony might be on any other occafion, on this it 
would be leſs liable to ſuſpicion, and perhaps entitled to 
credit, even againſt the ſtrong evidence of recorded falſe- 
hood. At all events, before the Prince of Wales can 
inſtitute, with. propriety or decency, any proceſs 
at law againſt the King, for the recovery of a ſum 
ſo enormouſly large, and for which, if awarded in 
his favor, the country may be called upon to advance, 
it is incumbent on his Royal Highneſs to ſtate to the 
nation, the uſes to which it is meant to appropriate ſo 
conſiderable a portion of its wealth; and this declara- 
tion is the more neceſſary, not only from his having ob- 
tained a very magnificent eſtabliſhment, and complete 
emancipation from debt, but from his having pledged . 
himſelf to © remain perfely ſatisfied with whatever Par- 
liament will allow him.” Thus bound to an acquieſ- 
cence, by an engagement too ſolemnly made, and too 
publicly giyen, to be violated with impunity, his Royal 
Highneſs will do well to reflect on the advice he has re- 


ceived, and to peremptorily reject the pernicious Coun - 


ſels of men, whole element appears to be vexatious liti- 
gation, and who can have no reſpect either for their 
Sovereign, his ſon, or their country, by wiſhing to in- 
yolve them in a proceſs at law, which can anſwer no * 
other purpoſe, than to inſpire hatred anid diſtruſt, where 


mutual confidence and affection ought to exiſt, and to 


h_— 


indiſpoſe them towards each other. 
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An advocate for the Prince, of another deſcription, 
enters the liſt; but inſtead of diſcuſſing the right and 
expediency of paying the debts; inſtead of refuting 
the charge of a breach of promiſe, or juſtifying the 
violation of a ſolemn engagement, contracted with the 
nation, through the medium of Parliament, boldly de- 
clares that all ſuch conſiderations are trifling and un- 
important, and even queſtions the loyalty and good 
manners of the man, who, from a love of order and of 
equity, has condemned ſo wanton and ſo flagrant a de- 
parture from the maxims of policy and juſtice. The 
humanity of the judge, who paſſes ſentence on a con- 
victed felon, may, with equal propriety be arraigned; 
and if hereditary, or acquired rank, is to give impunity 
to vice or folly, the equality of our laws is deſtroyed, 
and legiſlation difhonored. 

A third man of buckram, and a no leſs animated de- 
fender of his Royal Highneſs, offers his © high ſtation”? 
as a fufficient apology for the ſum total of all his tranſ- 
greffions, paſt, preſent, and to come; this wholeſale 
dealer in right and wrong, has, however, given me an 
opportunity to join iſſue with him on a queſtion of conſi- 
derable importance to the Prince, and of much greater to 
the nation, and which my reſpe& for both, will not allow 
me to neglect ; the writer alluded to, acknowledges that 
© whatever undermines Royalty and degrades the flation of 
the Prince, delivers up the flate of the ſubject to diſhonor 
and danger, if nat ts downfall.” In this I moſt cordially 
agree; and thus agreed, I requeſt the favor of him to 
ſay, who it is that “ undermines royalty, thoſe Princes 
who degrade their ſtation by a groſs and unpardonable 
licentiouſneſs, or the man who would awaken them to a 
ſenſe of their duty, and compel them to act like honeſt 
men; who aware of the danger to be apprehended from 


© 1 


their criminal exceſſes, to the peace of ſociety, as well 
as to their own perſonal ſafety, would: prevent, by the 
ſtrong coercion of well-merited, and perhaps well- 
timed reproof, the ſtronger and more deciſive coercion 
of the axe? 

The queſtion, ough important, does not require de- 
liberation: the anſwer may be found in the hiſtory of 
the fugitive French Princes, to whoſe inſolent licen- 
tiouſneſs, rapacity, perfidy, and cowardice, the ruin and 
deſolation of their unhappy country may be attributed, 
with much more juſtice, than to the ferocious exceſſes 
of the mercileſs barbarians, who have diſhonored free- 
dom and humanity, and become at once the opprobium 
of their own nation, and the ſcourge of Europe. 

But this advocate for his Royal Highneſs does not, 
however, appear to be very conſiſtent or ſincere in his 
defence of Carleton Houſe ; at leaſt his arguments in 
ſupport of his aſſertions, prove very little in favor either 
of his capacity or his principles, but they demonſtrate-to 
a certainty in whoſe ſervice he is enliſted: ſuch rea- 
ſoners ſhould be taught better logic, and their employers 
better maxims. They ſay, that to reprehend Princes 
for their profuſion and debaucheries, is to af/aſſmate 
royalty;”” to expoſe the profligacy of that oppoſition, 
which has brought all oppoſition, if not into contempt, 
at leaſt into diſrepute®, is to be the minion of the Mi- 


* « Let the meaſures of Miniſters be canvaſſed with freedom; let 
them even be ſcrutinized with ſeverity : thoſe who mean well and 
act well, have nothing to fear from the exerciſe of a right, which is 
meant to check preſumptuous ignorance, and profligate ambition. 
It is their duty to ſubmit to precautions dictated by wiſdom, and 
juſtified by experience, for power will dazzle the ſtrongeſt, and cor- 
rupt the beſt diſpoſed minds; but let the juſtice that condemns neg- 


ligence or abuſe, be as ready to applaud deſert ;_let thoſe who in-. 


—_— 


- 
- * - 
2 — — — 1 
> 85S 
r — 


5 — 


| e E — - 
OO SS Ee OO ror 


* 
2 


— © 
s — — —— * * * ——— —— ehwewacncy—o 
* — e ki 5 „ ©. 


[ 64 ] 


iger.“ Here the enigma is unravelled: it is not that 


diſaffection to the Throne, with which they have dared 
to re proach me, but my oppoſition to Mr. Fox and his 
friends, that has given offence ; my loyalty to the Sove- 


reign would not have been queſtioned, but for my hoſti- 


veſtigate the conduct of Miniſters, prove, by their candor and dif- 
cernment, the purity of their motives, and the importance of their 
functions; they will then be conſidered as the extra-guardians of 
our laws and liberties; as honorary members of the government, 
whoſe proceedings they ſuperintend ; and they will prevent, by their 
example, as well as by their vigilance, the miſchiefs that might re- 
fult from the guilt or imbecility of men, whom fortune, not merits 
may have raiſed to ſituations for which nature never deſigned them. 
An Oppoſition, animated by ſuch motives, and adhering to ſuch 
principles, is entitled, by the courteſy of the Conſtitution, not only 
to our eſteem, but to a portion of our confidence, and inſtances have 
occurred, where it has had claims to our gratitude. Such are the 
genuine features of an Oppoſition worthy of ſupport, and which can 
alone correct the blunders of weak, and countera& the deſigns of 
corrupt, Miniſters. When men deſcend to the miſerable expedient 
of ſeeking, through the medium of clubs, taverns, and field- meet- 
ings, a popularity as diſreputable as it is tranſitory and precarious z 
—when they declaim, with as little decency as truth, on their own 
virtues, and the vices of Miniſters;— when, under the pretence of 
commemorating an election- triumph, they aſſemble a promiſcuous 
multitude, to hear fulſome and preconcerted panegyrics, rehcarſed 
by each other in rotation, on the purity of each other's motives, and 
the ſplendor of each other's talents, we expect no good from their 
efforts, and only queſtion the truth of eulogiums which are pro- 
nounced by thoſe who are the objects of chem; but when, like wary 
gameſlers, they watch for the moment of inebriety, when the intel- 
lects of their companions are dehilitated by wine, and their judg- 
ments are as palſied as their hands, to ſeduce them into an unquali- 
fied applauſe of every paſt, and a ſolemn promiſe of ſupport, to every 
future enterprĩſe, the miſchief they intend us is no longer problema- 
tical, and we are inſenſibly put on our guard by the very means they 
employ to ſurpriſe us; we then perceive, that it is no longer that 


dignified Oppoſition, which would be at once the boaſt and ſecurity 
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lity to thoſe, who endeavour to perplex the meaſures of 
his government, with a view to force themſelves into his 
councils, and uſurp the adminiſtration of affairs; it is 
not an affeQion for the Prince of Wales, or for Royalty, 
or even for the Cauſe of Monarchy, that has provoked all 
this calumny and miſrepreſentation, but deſpair at the 
little proſpe& of that party ever being admitted again 
into power, which has entailed diſgrace on all parties; 
it is nothing more, than the miſerable effort of a faction, 
degraded, ſcattered, and deſpiſed, to regain that credit 
with the Nation, which the honor, dignity, and inde- 
pendence of the empire, requires ſhould be totally and 
irrevocably withdrawn. His Royal Highneſs, on this 
occaſion, is nothing more than the ſtalking-horſe of 
men, who having formerly made him. the inſtrument of 
their ambition, would, if they dare, (notwithſtanding he 
has ſpurned and diſmiſſed them) unite and make com- 
mon cauſe with him for their mutual redemption, 

This left-handed champion for the Prince, appears to 
be as ill informed of my ſituation and purſuits in life, as 
he is inaccurate in his concluſions, or he would not have 
accuſed me of being © the minion of the Miniſter, or of 
having a defign to ſubvert the Monarchy.” My language 
and ſentiments thould exempt me from ſuch reproaches, 
and the public opinion is decidedly in my favor, when 1 
aſſert, that Monarchy has much more to apprehend from the 
profligacy of Princes, than from the miſchievous effarts of 
thoſe, whoſe object it is, to throw the country ints confuſgon. 

I really did not expect that any man would have had 


of the Britiſh Conſtitution, but a Faction, whoſe object is to ohtain 


power by any means, however abjeft, and on any terms, however 
atrocions ; and which afſumes the maſk of public virtue, with a 
view to impoſe on thoſe who coulider proſeſſions as demonſtrations, 
and Art ions as facts. | 
' Candut of France towards Great Britain, fyt%» 
2M 
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the temerity to advance ſuch charges againſt a pamphlet, 
every linc of which pleads loudly in favor of that Con- 
ſtitution, to which I have been attached from my in- 
fancy, with which I am reſolved to ſtand or fall, and in 
defence of which I will ever come forward, whether its 
exiſtence is endangered by the indiſcretion or turpi- 
tude of the Royal Family; by the clamors of Party, or by 
the incapacity of Miniſters. The loyalty of an Engliſh- 
man is due, not to individuals, but to the Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of his country; and until thoſe Laws and that 
Conſtitution, authoriſe a wanton violation of decency 
and right, he is not only juſtified, but called upon by the 
intereſt which he has in their preſervation, to detect, ex- 
poſe, and bring to puniſhment, if he can, whatever tends 
to bring either of them into hazard or diſrepute. 

With reſpect to my purſuits in life, they are of the 


humbleſt caſt, and totally unconnected with views of per- 


ſonal intereſt or ambition; I have nothing to hope, and 


certainly nothing to fear, from the favor, or the anger, 
of thoſe, who are the objects of this remonſtrance; ſup- 
erior to every conſideration of perſonal intereſt or ambi- 
tion, and preferring character to fortune, I hold myſelf 
independent of Miniſters and of their opponents; my 
happineſs ſhall never be a contingency on the ſmiles of 
the one, nor on the frowns of the other ; while ſteady in 
my attachment to my country, to its liberties, and to 
truth, and prepared for the worſt, I will exerciſe the right 
of opinion, regardleſsof the praiſe or cenſure ot either party. 

The mind, reſolved, has nothing to apprehend from 
events; and to whatever ſum an income, barely compe- 
tent to the ſimplicity of my life and manners, may here- 
after be reduced, by the iſſue of theſe ſtrange disjuinted 
times, it is my fixt determination to live within it : this 
determination will ſerve as a barrier to my independence, 
and independence, it is well known, is the beſt ſecurity 
that mankind can have for their integrity. 


SECOND POSTSCRIPT. 


JuNnE 1795. 


It was generally reported on the firſt ult. that a meſ- 
ſage of a conciliatory nature would be ſent by the Prince 
of Wales to the Houſe of Commons, the chief object of 
which was to allay the ftrong ferment which a meſſage 
from the King had excited throughout the country, and 
which could not poſſibly have had any other effect than 
that of indiſpoſing the public mind againſt his Royal 
Highneſs and againſt Monarchy. The forgiving tem- 
per of the nation will always incline it to receive with 
equal pleaſure and alacrity, any thing in the ſhape of an 
apology, and when the magnitude of the affront, that 
had been offered, and the principle in which that affront 
moſt probably originated, are conſidered, it was ſurely 
reaſonable to expect, that an atonement proportioned to 
the inſult would have been made.—Hence the full cre- 
dit that was inſtantly given to the report, and (diſdaining 
to inveſtigate motives) what evidently reſulted from fear, 
was generouſly aſſigned to contrition. If this well- 
grounded expeCtation had been realiſed, the ill humor 
provoked by inſolènce and injuſtice, would have ſubſided, 
and the odium which eclipſes his Royal Highneſs, to a 
darkneſs worſe than total, would have been removed ; 
but our hopes were no ſooner raiſed, than they were de- 
ſtroyed, and the deluſion became evident to all, but thoſe, 
who had a legal right to defeat and puniſh it. The 
meſſage had nothing conciliatory, but the extreme mild- 
neſs with which it was delivered, which being natural to 
the manners of the man, the merit, if any, is trifling, and 
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belongs entirely to Mr. Anſtruther. This gentleman, 
it ſeems, was authoriſed to inform the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that the wiſh of his Royal Highneſs on the acca- 
fron was entirely io conſult the wiſdom of Parliament; that 
he defired nothing but what the country might cordially be 
induced to think he ought to have; and finally, that he left 
all matters relative to the regulation of his eſtabliſhment and 
the payment of his debts, to the wiſdim and diſcretion of 
Parliament,” If theſe are to be conſidered as words, 
of courſe, like © honorable,” © right honorable,” © illuſe 
trious, © noble,” and many others of the ſame deſerip- 


- 


"— > % Ev = 9 = = a 
= tom 4A — SA Sp * - cwag. 
- ” A — —— — — 


* 


tion, I have no objection to their obtaining that curren- 
cy which the ridiculous and dangerous refinement of the 
times, has unhappily given to perverted language; I am 
too fceble to ſtem this torrent of fraud alone, yet inade- 
þ quate as my ſtrength may be to reſiſt its force, I will 
make the effort, and leave it to the prudence and virtue 
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of my country, to ſuccour, or abandon me but if theſe 
words are to be received agreable to their common im- 
port, and in the only ſenſe in which they are intelligible 
to men of ſober and correct minds, I deny that they af- 
ford the moſt diſtant proof of either condeſcenſion, ſhame, 
remorſe, humiliation, or juſtice, in the offending party. 

It is publicly reported, that council is retained to 
proſecute the claim of his Royal Highneſs to the arrears 
of rent for the Nutchy of Cornwall. Thoſe who 
adviſe ſuch a proſecution, are not aware of the conſe- 
quences that may reſult from a meaſure ſo unwarranta- 
ble, while ſober, well diſpoſed men, without examing the 
breach of faith to the country in the firſt inſtance, may 
be tempted to aſk for WHAT PURPOSE the nation is 
to be drained of near half a million of its property, 
after having provided for the payment of the debts of the 
Prince, and granted him an eſtabliſhment, equal to moſt 
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Soveriegn Princes on the Continent? His Royal High- 
neſs, thus amply provided for, and thus exonerated, a ſe- 
cond time, from embarraſſments, can have no juſtifiable 
motive for taking a ſum ſo enormouſly large from the 
country, and it may well be aſked of thoſe, who have the 
criminal indiſcretion to counſel a meaſure fo diſreputable 
to the Prince, if one of the uſes to which that money is to 
be applied, is for the formation and maintenance of that 
party, which they have the folly and indecency to aſſert 
will next year effect, under Royal Patronage, a change 
in his Majeſty's councils? It fo, the country has an obli- 
gation to their efforts which was never intended, and 
may thank them for putting it on its guard, by the dif- 
covery of a deſign, which proves that their talent at inven- 
tion is infinitely ſuperior to their capacity for execution, 
I really do not diſcover any extraordinary forbearance, 
in ſubmitting to forms, which cannot be violated with- 
out imminent perſonal riſque, nor is the promiſed ac- 
quieſcence with whatever eſtabliſhment the wiſdom and 
diſcretion of Parliament ſhall preſcribe, entitled to much 
admiration, when we reflect on the impoſſibility of ob- 
taining it by any other means. I rcally do not perceive 
any great condeſcenſion, in agreeing to accept as a favor, 
what it was very well known, would never have been 
granted on any other condition, nor can I diſcover any 
thing very moderate, or conciliatory in a demand for 
SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS, 
which leaves only to thoſe who are to advance a ſum, 
moſt ſhamefully enormous, the made by which it is to be 
raiſed, much leſs does it eſtabliſh his claim to our confi- 
dence or forgiveneſs, of that which has diffuſed a very 
ſerious and general alarm throughout the whole country. 
— What is it, in fact, but the Hiſtory of the Sturdy Beg- 
gar, who, finding it more convenient to receive as a boon, 
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what he would have exacted by force as a right, makes 
a merit of the conceſſion, and laughs at us while he 
wrongs us? Surely the nation has a claim to better 
treatment; nor does it redound to the honor of the 
Prince, that he ſhould owe more to the compaſſion and 
generoſity of the nation, than it has ever received from 
his juſtice or diſcretion. To be ſo indebted, is a men- 
dicity of the worſt and moſt odious deſcription. It is 
full time that his Royal Highneſs ſhould be taught, that 
every man in fociety has duties to fulfil, and obligations to 
diſcharge; there 1s no truth more evident, and the Sove- 
reign and his family have more of both, than any other 
deſcription of people: Their reſtraints are neceſſarily 
greater, for excluſive of that reſpect and obedience, 
which they owe in common with the meaneſt ſubject 
to the laws, it is incumbent on them to give good ex- 
ample, and to diſcountenance, by the purity of their 
manners, in public and in private, every appearance of 
vice and intemperance—nor is this ſobricty of conduct, 
or this facrifice (if it ſhould be deemed ſuch) required, 
without an equivalent, and an equivalent of fo honora- 
ble, fo captivating, and fo bewitching a nature, as to 
reflect little credit on the principles and taſte of thoſe, 
who can {light or withſtand it. 

It is an equivalent of ſo rich and ſplendid a quality 
that it appears to every good mind, ſufficient to tempt 
even vice to be virtuous, and avarice to be generous, — 
I do not allude to the munificent income which ſupports 
the pageantry, and rewards the painful decorum of ma- 
jeſty, but to that ſpecies of recompenſe, which is leſs 
tucuating in value, and lefs periſhable in its nature; I 
allude to that ſpecies of compenſation which exceeds all 
eſtimate, and which is as permanent, as I feel it to be 
animating and glorious! I mean the love, and adora- 
tion of the whole country; I mean that warm, and ex- 


. 
hilerating intereſt, which an entire people always take, 
in the felicity of thoſe, who deſerve their affection, and 
whoſe plaudits, deſcending to the lateſt poſterity, confer 
at once, both happineſs and fame! If theſe virtuous and 
ſalutary precepts had been inſtilled into the mind of the 
Prince and of his brothers, they would not have to la- 
ment, in the very prime of manhood, their preſent hum- 
bledand degraded ſituation in the public opinion ; but their 
infancy and earlier years have been ſhameſully neglect- 
ed, and corrupt habits and corrupt example having com- 
pleted what commenced in a faulty and vicious education, 
we find the eldeſt of them coming forward, and claim- 
ing not only exemption from all the wholeſome reſtraints 
of ceconomy and temperance, but even reward for having 
failed in gratitude, duty and reſpect to thoſe who contri- 
bute to his magnificence—for what other interpretation 
can honeſtly be given to the application which has been 
made to Parliament in 1795, to diſcharge debts amount- 
ing to the quadruple of that ſum which was paid in 
1787, under a ſolemn aſſurance, and in the firm perſua- 
ſion, that no future demand would be made on the ex- 
hauſted bounty of the nation? What elſe is the offer to 
« ſuhmit to the wiſdom of Parliament the made for ligui- 
dating his debts,” but a tacit denial of any right on his 
part to provide for their payment; and I will aſk any im- 
partial man, whether his Royal Highneſs, if he had con- 
ſidered himſelf bound to diſcharge them out of his own 
very ample income, would have contracted them? I 
do not know, if the reading of the Prince of Wales has 
ever extended to Natural Hiſtory, but I find in the con- 
duct of the cuckoo, ſomething that appears to have ſug- 
geſted to him the idea of leaving to others, the taſk of 
providing for his incumbrances; if this ſhould be the 
fact, there may be ſome ingenuity in the contrivance, 
but I am ſure it argues little policy and leſs rectitude, 
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and though ſome of thoſe who pretend to have poſ- 
ſeſſed his confidence“, may have countenanced the 
trick by their example, yet if any credit is due to 
their aſſertions, their advice was ſalutary, and as it 


The capacity of Mr. Sheridan to give advice, cannot well be 
diſputed ;—He has been long enough in the ſchool of adverſity, to 
have acquired very competent ideas of diſcretion, and he is certainly 
of an age to practiſe what he has learnt, without incurring the re- 
proach of premature ſobriety. It is unimportant, however, to in- 
quire into the extent of the influence and confidence which that gen- 
tleman declares he formerly poſſeſſed at Carleton Houſe Nor is it 
very relative to the queſtion before us, to inquire, if the advice which 
he acknowledges to have given to the Heir Apparent was ſalutary or 
pernicious—If it was the former, we are authoriſed to aſſert, from 
the conduct of the Prince, that the influence of the gentleman over 
the mind of his Royal Pupil was not ſo extenſive as he inſinuated; 
and if it was of the latter deſcription, we have equally to lament that 
his Royal Highneſs had ſuch a Tutor, and was ſo apt a ſcholar—1 
am not of a temper to do intentional wrong, nor do I think it juſ- 
tifiable to hold out a ſtring of interrogatories, for the purpoſe of quef- 
tioning a man until his guilt is diſcovered, - Mr. Sheridan declares, 


that he always gave good conncil to the Prince, and we are bound 


to believe him, until we are fully aſſured to the contrary—Trufting 
therefore to his honor for the veracity of the aſſertion, and admitting 
that he was as fully in the confidence of his Royal Highneſs, as he 
ſays he was, it may not be improper to aſk him, by whoſe advice the 
Heir Apparent was prevailed upon, at the time of the Regency, to 
ſacrifice the dignity of rank, and in ſome degree his honor, by be- 
coming the Proprietor of a News Paper? This tranſaction, accom- 
panied as it is by circumſtances of meanneſs and atrocity which could 
only have reſulted from the moſt artful and malignant counſels, is 
upon record The names of thoſe who are anſwerable for the punc- 
tual payment of the annuity can be produced The ſum paid down 
on the aſſignment of the Morning Poſt is no ſecret, and ſufficient 
evidence, were it neceſſary, can be produced to prove, that the Trea- 
fury might have had the Paper, if it had thought proper to have 
given as much as his Royal Highneſs. Situated as Mr. Sheridan 
was at the epoch alluded to; in habits of familiar intercourſe with 
the Heir Apparent, and in his confidenee and ſecrets, as he declares 
him{&1f to have been, it is impoſſible that the adviſer of this notable 
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tended to check a paſſion for imitating defects, inſtead 
of perfections, it ought to have been followed. 
His Royal Highneſs in that caſe, would have had leſs 


expedient, could have been unknown to him, and he owes it to the 
country in general, and to his conſtituents at Stafford in particular, 
to reveal the names of the gentlemen, who, at this period, propoſed 
that SIXTY THOUSAND POUNDS ſhould be devoted to the 
purpoſe of purchaſing a decided intereſt in as many of the Public 
Prints, as that ſum could obtain. Admitting that they would have 
been purchaſed with a liberality correſpondent with the mag- 
nificence of their intended Proprietor, and with his known diſregard 
of the value of the thing bought, and of the price paid for i. We 
may ſtate that the number would have amounted to at leaſt a dogen, 
and it is of that gentleman, who is ſo perfectly acquainted with the 
nature and extenſive influence of our Public Prints, and who owes: 
ſo very much of his reputation to their indefatigable induſtry, I will 
aſk, if even his powers are capable to calculate the extent of that 
force, and the conſequences of that ſuperiority which TWELVE 
NEWSPAPERS in the ſervice and pay of Carleton Houſe would 
have given to the Prince and his Abettors over the regular Govern- 
ment when Majeſty in an eclipſe, left it with no other ſupport than 
its virtue and intrepidity ?—I will not aſk, from what fund that ſum 
was to have been furniſhed, nor how much of the preſent debt was 
incurred in feaſting and bribing the deſpicable apoſtates in both 
Houſes of Parliament, ſame of whom had ſolemnly pledged them- 
ſelves to the Miniſter to ſupport the only meaſures which could pre- 
ſerve the Crown on the head of their Sovereign, and their Country, 
from a Banditti of Bankrupts! Neither will I comment on the rank 
and vicious fertility of that mind, which ſuggeſted the expedient, by 
which the Government of the Country was to have been wreſted from 
thoſe to whom the King had delegated it, and who alone could le- 
gally have diveſted them of it The faction thus entrenched, and in 
a manner ſecured from all anĩimadverſion, might have abuſed or per- 
yerted the powers of Government with impunity, while the people, 
debarred with their own money from the accuſtomed channels of free 
and impartial information, would have contributed to the fraud that 
robbed them in the firſt inſtance of their property, and in the ſecond, 
of that Conſtitutional check, and control, which affords them per- 
haps the beſt, and moſt effectual ſecurity againſt deſpotiſm When; 
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reaſon to regret the intimacies to which he admitted 


theſe men, and the nation leſs cauſe to reprobate their 


turpitude and effrontery. 


The ſhameful debt which has enraged the nation even 
to madneſs, would moſt probably never have been con- 
tracted, and the friends of his Royal Highneſs would 
have been relieved from the laborious taſk of urging the 
neceſſity of ſomething like a ſubmiſſion on his part, to 
the pleaſure of Parliament, and which, from the cir- 
cumſtance of its having been made a fortnight after the 
application, authorizes an opinion, that it was rather a 
meaſure of neceſlity than of choice. This meſlage, an- 
nounced with ſo much art and induſtry to be of a con- 
ciliatory nature, afforded an admirable pretext to many, 
who have intereſts detached from thoſe of their conſti- 
tuents, to act, not only in direct violation of the truſt re- 
poſed in them; but to the ſentiments that many of 
them avowed out of Parliament, when the nation, fſur- 
priſed by a ſecond demand on its abuſed generoſity, was 
equally offended by the breach of faith, and at the juggle, 
by which the payment of the debts and an increaſed eſ- 
tabliſhment, were artfully coupled together. I con- 
verſed, at the time, with men of different parties in the 
Houſe of Commons, all of whom, either lamented that 
the ſubject ſhould have been brought forward, or they 
execrated the indecency of making ſuch a requeſt; 
while all of them entertained preciſely the fame opinion 


ever time ſhall reveal the ztems of this ſcandalous account, which 
Parliament is called upon to diſcharge in the groſs, poſterity may 
poſſibly be informed who they were that gave bad advice, and bad 
example, to the deluded, ruined, and hapleſs object of their addreſs 
The preſent generation, deprived of the means of ample intormation, 
is not only required to take aſſertions upon truſt, but to believe them 
againſt the ſtrong evidence of appearances, and the ſtill ſtronger teſ- 
timony of its ſenſes! 
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reſpecting the conduct of his Royal Highneſs, and of the 
principles from which hat conduct reſulted, as the 
Author of this pamphlet. — They all agreed, that 


% Parliament ought not to have heard of thoſe debts, and, 
that it was not bound to pay them !” 


The former of theſe opinions was univerſal, and the 
difference that aroſe on the latter, was more from mo- 
tives of compaſlion, that from a conviction that the 
Prince of Wales had even a ſhadow of right to call upon 
the people to diſcharge his debts 

From theſe opinions, ſo univerſally acknowledged, and 
ſo incontrovertibly true, it was reaſonable to expect, 
that thoſe who profeſſed them, would have acted in con- 
formity to their declarations and reliſted every attempt 
to engage Parliament in a meaſure, from which diſgrace 
to the Prince and diſhonor to themſelves, with perhaps 
much ultimate and ſerious miſchief to the country, 
would enſue. But many of the men who held the lan- 
guage of truth ut of Parliament, contradicted their pro- 
feſſions, and ſome of them their promiſes, by the vote 
they gave on the firſt inſtant, and connived at the delu- 
ſion, by which the country, preſſed and overwhelmed as 
it is with dcbt, is to be ſaddled with freſh burthens, in 
order to adminiſter to the ruthleſs diſſipation of a man, 
who has failed in the molt eſſential of his engagements, 
and whoſe rank and aflinity to the throne, are oppoſed 
to the numberleſs well-founded charges that have been 
brought, not only againſt his diſcretion, but even againſt 
his probity. | 

To this ſcandalous breach of faith to the nation—no 
anſwer was made;—no apology was offered! The 
ſilence obſerved upon the occaſion, was a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of guilt, and they have left his Royal High- 
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neſs to account for the FALSEHOOD, with which he 
has abuſed the credulity of the nation. 

To the reproach of indiſcretion; to the unexagge- 
rated charges of ſhameful and aggravated miſconduct, 
nothing was oppoſed, but a pretended . neceſſity for ſup- 
porting the dignity of his illuſtrious rank, and the ſplendor of 
the HEIR ABPARENT,” as if the accident of birth 
could (among Beings calling themſelves rational) atone 
for a deficiency of talents and of reQitude ! 

Tt was in vain that the few, who felt for the dignity 
of Parliament; for the quiet of their country ; for the 
wounded honor of the Prince; and above all, for the 
intereſts of a loyal and generous people, curbed to a 
premature impotence by the preſſure of accumulating 
taxes, urged the indecency of tranſmitting his Royal 
Highneſs, branded to poſterity on the journals of the 
Houſe of the Commons, as a LIAR! It was in vain 
that they beſeeched Parliament to PAUSE! and ſeri- 
ouſly contemplate the ruin that might ultimately enſue 
to the country and to the Royal Family, by ſanctioning 
the prodigality which impoveriſhed the former, and diſ- 
honored the latter; their honeſt voice was ſtifled by the 
profligacy of their opponents, and the nation muſt un- 
fortunately abide by the conſequences ! It is the duty of 
thoſe who call themſelves the friends of his Royal High- 
neſs, and who would deſerve his confidence, to reſcue 
him from a ſtigma ſo indelible. As an individual, in- 
tereſted in the preſervation of the Conſtitution, and 
anxious that the honor of ALL the branches of the 
Royal Family ſhould be preſerved unſullied, I cannot 
expreſs in too ſtrong language my apprehenſion, that 
much diſreſpect to the Heir Apparent, and much dan- 
ger to the kingdom will enſue, if Parliament ſhould 
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charge itſelf with the payment of debts, of which it 
ought not to take cognizance, and which by their inter- 
ference, will be acknowledging in direct terms to the 
world, that the Prince of Wales, their probable future 
Sovereign, is not fit to be truſted! Imprudent as he has 
acted, it would pain me to behold him fettered in pri- 
vate matters, which however they may import the mo- 
ral character of the man, do not, and ought not, to fall 
within the juriſdiction of Parliament. The line of 
conduct for the Houſe of Commons to adopt, is very ob- 
vious, and cannot be miſtaken, if its pride or purity 
- ſhould happily bear any affinity to the character that it 
ought to poſſeſs in the country. 

It is in its power to reſcue itſelf from the odium it 
inherits, from the known ſervility and diſgraceful vena- 
lity of former Parliaments; the opportunity is cer- 
tainly favourable ; it is not yet too late, nor can It be 
too often repeated, or too vehemently urged, that the 
future quiet of the empire abſolutely depends on the 
degree of fidelity, with which thoſe who are deputed by 
the nation, to conduct its concerns, diſcharge the truſt 
repoſed in them. 

They are unexpectedly, and in ſome meaſure, un- 
fairly called upon, for a ſum of money, their proportion 
of which, compared to that of their conſtituents, will be 
very ſmall indeed, and this application for a portion of 
the public wealth, is made at a moment, when the 
country is in a ferment, and engaged in a war, the ifſue 
of which is extremely doubtful, and which, if unfortu- 
nate, may lead to a revolution, the greateſt, and moſt 
dreadful of all calamities—Tt is needleſs to dwell on the 
ſhameful indecency of ſuch an application ; thoſe who 
are capable of making a fair eſtimate of the different 
pretenſions of mankind to honors and rewards, will ac- 
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knowledge, that it is nonſenſe, or ſomething worſe, to 
plead the rank of the individual on this occaſion, in juſ- 
tification of the demand, and by their deciſion I am con- 
tent to abide, — The object of this ſecond Poſtſcript, is 
to warn Parliament, while it has yet the power to op- 
poſe its irrevocable fiat, of the alarm and deſpondency 
which their compliance will occaſion. throughout the 
Britiſh Empire I wiſh to forewarn Parliament of the 
diſhonor it will entail on itſelf, and of the hazard to 
which it will expoſe the nation, by the recognition of 
debts, which it cannot deſcend to notice, conſiſtent with 
its dignity and the juſtice that it owes to the country; 
my intention is not to degrade, but to exalt Parliament; 
my object is to enſure it that reſpect, eſteem, and vene- 
ration in the public opinion, to which it is entitled by 
the courteſy of the Conſtitution, and to behold it, what 
it is ſuppoſed and ever ought to be ;—the ſecurity of the 
people againſt fraud and oppreſſion their refuge from 
deſpondency! I wiſh it to be conſidered and beloved as 
an efficient barrier, and our beſt ſateguard againſt every 


"ſpecies of encroachment on the part of the Crown; as 


the only power to which it may be neceſſary to reſort 
for protection or redreſs in the 44% inſtance, and the 
only power, by which regal licentiouſnefs is to be 
curbed, or its delinquency puniſhed. In a. word, 
that the truſt repoſed in it may be executed with that 
firmneſs and integrity, which ought to characteriſe the 
ſenate of a free people, and which can alone enſure hap- 
pineſs and liberty to them andto their poſterity. It is un- 
der the fulleſt conviction that the legal authority of Par- 
liament is competent to all theſe important purpoſes, 
and that a confidence in its force, purity, and vigilance, 
can alone preſerve its credit and ſtability, I aſſert, it 
would have been wiſdom, as well as juſtice in the Houſe 


[ 79 J 


of Commons, to have only noticed that part of the meſ- 
ſage from the throne, which related to an eſtabliſhment 
for the Heir Apparent—It was the only line of conduct 
for the repreſentatives of the people to have adopted, and 
the reproof to Majeſty would have been the ſtronger and 
more dignified, by being SILENT ! It is impoſſible but 
the King muſt have been appriſed of the confequences 
that would reſult from an application,o Parliament to 
diſcharge the debts of the Prince of Wales, after the aſ- 
ſurance that had been given in 1787, that no ſuch appli- 
cation would in future be made The danger of ſuch a 
meaſure muſt certainly have been ſuggeſted to his Ma- 
jeſty A ſilence on a matter fo connected with his dig- 
nity and the quiet of the country, would have been cri- 
-minal in the extreme, and I cannot think fo ill of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as to believe him capable 
of ſo groſs and unpardonable an omiſſion — Mr. Pitt, 
pledged in ſome degree for the obſervance of the pro- 
miſe, (by having been the bearer of the former meſſage) 
was called upon to fate to his Royal Maſter, that the 
ſecond meſſage was no leſs injurious to his honor, than 
it was di ſreſpectful to Parliament and the nation, and 
that being compelled by the ſituation he held, to deliver 
the meſſage, if it ſhould be inſiſted upon, he . could not 
obey his Majeſty's commands, without appriſing him of 
the miſchief that might probably reſult from it. 

That ſuch a repreſentation was made cannot well be 
-doubted.—T do not afſert it as a fact, for I have not the 
honor to be in the confidence of the Right Honorable 
-Gentleman; it appears to me to have been a matter of 
courſe, which he could not poſſibly have avoided, with- 
out being guilty of a breach of duty to his Sovereign and 
he Country; and, having made the repreſentation, the 
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fiction in law which we have hitherto regarded, and cher- 
iſhed as a truth, is in a manner annihilated. 

J will paſs over the indecency of embarraſſing the 
perſons entruſted with the executive Government, with 
queſtions of domeſtic finance, with which the public 
have no concern; neither will I comment on the im- 
prudence which reduced the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer to the painful alternative of either complying with 
a requiſition unreaſonable in point of fact, and certainly 
injudicious with reſpe& to time; or, of reſigning, at 
the moſt critical period of a war, the moſt hazardous of 
any. in which Great Britain has ever been engaged. 
Thoſe who are diſpoſed to cenſure the Miniſter for the 
election he has made, may not perhaps have ſufficiently 
weighed in their own minds the very imminent riſque 
which would probably have enſued from a change in 
his Majeſty's councils, in the middle of a campaign, on 
the iſſue of which the proſperity and independence of the 
country depend? I do not propoſe this queſtion exclu- 
{lively to thoſe, who are of opinion that his Majeſty 
failed in that reſpect which he owes to his own charac- 
ter, when he failed in the promiſe which he gave to the 
nation in 1787, but to people of every rank and de- 
ſcription, who have judgment to diſcriminate, and can- 
dor to decide; of theſe I will aſk, whether it would have 
been juſtifiable in the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
circumſtanced as the country is at this awful moment, 
to have expoſed (which he would have done by his re- 
ſignation) the arrangements he has made, his plans for 
offenſive and defenſive operations, the diſtribution of 
the national force and reſources, and the whole of his 
moſt ſecret meaſures and engagements, to men (the pro- 


bable ſucceſſors of himſelf and his colleagues) who have 
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beeh in the conſtant habit of oppoſing every meaſure of 
the crown, and who might from-vanity, perſonal pique, 
and a variety of other motives, change, or negle& to 
proſecute with vigor, meaſures reſolved upon, and refuſe | 
to ratify or execute engagements entered into with fo- 
reign princes?” If there is riſk or impropriety in com- 
municating the meaſures of the cabinet to thoſe who 
oppoſe, and would perhaps gladly counteract them; that 
riſk, and that impropriety, , would certainly become 
greater, by inveſting them wit the power to cancel 
what they diſapprove. 

The part therefore which Mr. Pitt had to take, when 
Majeſty had impoſed upon him the ungracious taſk of 
communicating the meſſage which has cteated ſuch uni- 
verſal diſguſt and alarm, was obvious ; he had no alters 
native but that of ſubmiſſion, or of endangering the 
ſafety of the empire; and thus circumſtanced, it was 
incumbent on the Houſe of Commons, if they thought 
proper to take any notice of the debts, to have relieved 
him from the mortification of palliating, what cannot 
be defended, by referring his Majeſty to his meſſage in 
1787, for an anſwer to that part of his meſſage in 1795, 
which relates to the payment of the Prince of Wales's 
debts. Colonel Stanley, very much to his honor, pointed 
this out, on the very day that the queſtion was agitated ; 
he very properly called upon the clerk to read from the 
Journals, the meſſage which ought to have influenced 
their proceedings, and by which alone they ought to 
have been governed. Sir George Shuckburgh®, Sir 


* Tt is ſaid that a number of gentlemen, as independent in theit 
minds, as they are known to be in their fortunes, aſſembled at Wag- 
horne's, to diſcuſs the moſt effectual means of giving a decided ne- 
gative to the queſtion of debt. This meeting made up in character, 
what it wanted in numbers, and it the chairman, Mr, Powys, had 

(9 


L 823 
William Young, Mr. H. Duncombe“, Mr. Grey, Mr. 


Sturt, and a few others, took the ſame line as the gen- 


tleman who moved for a call of the houſe, and if ſome of 
thoſe who profeſſed to hold ſimilar principles, to the Au- 


thor of this pamphlet, had held the ſame manly language 


in Parliament, that they held out of it, they would have a 
much better claim to the ſuffrages of their conſtituents 
at the next general election, than their conduct entitles 
them to at preſent ; they, would have ſaved by their con- 
fiſtency, in ſome ſort, the honor of the Prince and their 
own ; they have brought both into queſtion, and expoſed 
Parliament to ſuſpicions incompatible with its credit 
and dignity, It is impoſſible that the gentlemen al- 
luded to, can have erred: through ignorance ; averſe as I 
am to conferring the office of legiſlator. on. ideots, F 
would gladly avail myſelf of the. plea of imbecility, to: 
excuſe. a conduct, which I am afraid has lain the foun-- 
dation of much future miſery to the Prince, and of much 
ſerious miſchief to the country; but to whatever mo- 
tives this conduct may be attributed, I feel aſſured that 
not one of thoſe, who admitted the queſtion of the debts 
to be diſcuſſed, were aware of the numberleſs difficul-: 
ties in which it would involve them; it did not occur 


to them, perhaps, that by agreeing to pay thoſe. debts, 
either by a ſum for the ſpecific purpoſe, or by the juggle 


of an extravagant eſtabliſhment, beyond the fair claim 


ſhewn more firmneſs and deciſion, the country would have had infi- 


nite obligations to the aſſociation. 

* The advice of this gentleman has much intrinſic value in it. 
There was cloquence as well as truth, in the good counſel he of- 
fered. © Retirement is indeed the nurſe of reflection, and ſuch a 
nurſe as his Royal Highneſs will do well to conſult, notwithſtanding 


the advantages he may have derived from the very excellent example, 


and wholeſome admonitions of Mr, Sheridan. 


| 
| 
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of any Prince of Wales, and certainly much more than 
the object in queſtion deſerves, that they would find 
themſelves reduced to the neceſſity (in order to prevent 
the repetition of ſuch applications) to come to ſome 
vote, or to frame ſome bill, on which the nation could 
better rely, than on the promiſe of his Majeſty, or of his 
ſon. 

It did not occur to them, perhaps, that by admitting 
a neceſſity in Parliament to pay thoſe debts, they de- 
clared his Royal Highneſs inſolvent, while by reſerving 
an annual ſum for the purpoſe of diſcharging them, they 
virtuallydeclared him unfit to managehis own concerns; 
the firſt meaſure is neither more nor leſs than a ſtatute 
of bankruptcy; the ſecond amounts to a ſtatute of lu- 
nacy : and thus branded, marked, and ſtained, by the 
Legiſlature, the Heir Appatent to the Britiſh Throne 
is difmifſed, bound and fettered, not only as an infant, 
unfit to be truſted on the ſcore of imbecility, but as a 
perfon who, having violated his word, is unworthy of 
confidence. 17 5 | 

'The Houſe of Commons could not, conſiſtently with 
their duty, have acted otherwiſe, after having taken upon 
themſelves to make a'provilion for his debts; but they 
might have foreſeen the ditemma in which ſuch a mea- 
ſure would involve them, and have avoided it: they 
might have perceived the ſtrong arguments it would fur- 
niſh, not only to thoſe who are dĩſaffected to Monarchy, 
but to thoſe who are of opinion, that the intellects of 
men, ought to bear ſome proportion to the offices which 
they hold in ſoeiety, and that their rectitude ſhould be 
equal to the truſt repoſed in them. If theſe reflections 
had occurred to choſe gentlemen who were moſt active, 
and who pretend to be moſt attached to the Prince, I 
do not believe that they would have cxpoſed him to 
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the chance of having his ſucceſſion diſputed, or have 
given the numerous enemies of Royalty, diſperſed 
throughout the country, an opportunity of aſking, with 
an inſolent air of triumph, if a man convicted of a 
breach of promiſe, and thus branded by Parliament, is a 
proper object to ſucceed to the Britiſh Throne? Queſ- 
tions of this nature, and which unfortunately anſwer 
themſelves, ſhould be avoided. I really foreſee much 
ſerious public calamity, if Parliament ſhould take upon 
themſelves the payment of debts, which it was no leſs 
imprudent to have made a ſubject of diſcuſſion, than it 
was reprehenſible to have contracted; 

It is impoſſible for the repreſentatives of the people to 
obſerve too much caution, or to he tao careful that their 
meaſures do not afford a pretext to thoſe, whoſe: vigi- 
lance is ever on the watch to degrade the Legiſlature in 
the public mind, and deprive it of that confidence, on 
which the peace, ſecurity, and ſtability of a free govern- 
ment muſt ever depend. Sedition derives leſs force from 
reaſon, than from numbers; but when argument is added 
to the latter, its ſtrength is invincible! Thoſe who are 
entruſted with the adminiſtration of public affairs will 
do well to give this truth the attention it deſerves. 
There is ſecurity in it. They will find it contains an 
antidote to the poiſon which has been diſſeminated 
throughout the country, and they will prevent by pru- 
dence, what they may find very difficult to ſupprefs by 
violence. Theſe are not times to play with the paſſions, 
or to irritate the minds of men : the queſtion before 
Parliament derives its importance more from the cir- 
cumſtances of the moment, and from the indecent mode 
and manner, with which it has been brought forward, 
than from its own intrinſic weight; ſtrip it of theſe, and 
it will be diveſted of all that is offenſive and dangerous, 
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It is from this conſideration that I wiſh the Commons 


of Great Britain to PAUSE! They are on x precipice,: 


and cannot be too circumſpet. There is more miſ- 


Chief envelloped in a prompt deciſion than they ſuſpect, 


and it is poſſible, that with every good wiſh towards his 
Royal Highneſs, and under the fulleſt conviction that 
they are promoting his future intereſt and comfort, they 
may lay the foundation for dethroning him, or for cut- 
ting off his ſucceſſion. They are not aware, perhaps, 
that by noticing his debts, they would neceſſarily be 


compelled to fetter and reſtrain his future expenditure, 


and that theſe reſtrictions, juſtihed by his imprudence, 
would furniſh arguments in abundance to thoſe, whoſe 
object is to ſubvert the Conſtitution, and ſubſtitute in its 
ſtead what they, either ignorantly or maliciouſly, term a 
pure democracy. ie 

The Commons are not aware, perhaps, that by tak- 
ing upon themſelves to provide for the debts, they en- 
courage, in ſome degree, the very turpitude and indiſ- 
cretion which they reprobate; while, by refuſing to al- 


low the Prince to diſcharge his own iricumbrances, they 


declare him in effect unworthy of all truſt. 

They are not aware that ſuch a deciſion (if it ſhould 
unhappily take place) may hereafter be interpreted as a 
virtual diſqualification, of which ſome future faQion 
may avail itſelf, and on the authority of Parliament pro- 
nounce the Prince of Wales incapacitated for the office 
of Sovereign; if men, who are notoriouſly averſe to our 
eſtabliſhments in Church and State, ſhould acquire ſuf- 
ficient force and credit to contend with the Executive 
Power, what anſwer can be given to them, if, with the act 
of Parliament in their hand, which they may poſſibly call 
an act of excluſion, they ſhould inquire, whether a man 


under ſuch accumulated odium, ſtigmatized, branded and 
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diſmiſſed to dhe world with à character impeathed, 
ſullied, and in fome degree blaſted, by the Legiſlaturey 
is a proper pet ſon to ſucceed to the Throne of n 
Britain? | 

It is to be hoped that an event ſo ealaiaitogs to ths 
Prince, and ſtill mote fo to his country, may never hap- 
pen; and it is incumbent on Parliament, called upon as 
it is, to guard againſt the poſſibility of a miſchief of ſuch 
magnitude; it is incumbent on Parliament not to en- 
danger, by a miſtaken kindneſs, the rights of a man, 
whom it is at once their duty and their intereſt to pre- 
ſerve from ruin and diſhonor. 

Thoſe who hold a contrary doctrine, and who per- 
ceive no danger from a liberality as ill- timed as it is un- 
deſerved, are very ill-qualified indeed to give an opinion 
on a ſubje& ſo delicate and important, while thoſe WhO 
are for laviſhing the public treaſure to the very extent of 
the demands and expectations of his Royal Highneſs, 
are infinitely more hoſtile to his intereſts, -and to 
Parliament, and certainly much more to be dreaded, 
than the moſt virulent of thoſe who would ban?ſh the 
former, and ſupercede the authority of the latter. 

L aver, on the joint authorities of common ſenſe, and 
common honeſty, that the repreſentative dignity and in- 
tegrity, onght not to be ſacrificed to the eaſe, ſplendor, 
or even comfort: of any one family or individual what-' 
ever, and eſpecially of an individual who has forfeited 
all claim to confidence or refpe&,. by the public viola - 
tion of his word, and ſtill more, if poſſible, by the little 
feeling he has ſhewn for the accumulated diſtreſſvs of 
the people, whoſe blood and treaſures have been pro- 
ſuſely ſquandered, in ſupporting his family on that 
throne, from which their predeeeſſors were deſervedly 
driven for their perfidy, their exactions and tytanny— 
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It can never paſs current, in any ſound and honeſt mind, 


that the ſecurity and felicity of MLLIONs are to be 
ſacriſiced to the guilt and profuſion of ONE, or that 
the intereſts of an entire nation are to be put in com- 
petition with the impudent pretenſions of incorrigible 
folly; If the Prince of Wales has involved himſelf in 
pecuniary difficulties, it is HIS duty to:difcharge them, 
and not that of the nation, who having allotted a very 
ample ſum for his income, has nothing to do with his 
debts. If the former allowance was inadequate, in the 
name of Heaven let it be augmented to one hundred 
thouſand pounds, No objection will, or can be made 
to the encreaſe, but Parliament muſt preſerve its dig 
nity, as well as its integrity, and not degrade itſelf by 
becoming; the Aſſignees of a Royal Bankrupt. The in- 
ſolvency of his Royal Highneſs is ob a private, perſonal 
nature, with which the Legiſlature, in ſtrict juſtice, has 
no more right to interfere, than it has with the in- 
fobvency of any other individual, and which, if left to 
itſelf, would ſerve as a leſſon, and operate as a check on 
the avarice of uſurers, and the fraudulent rapacity of 


tradeſinen, in all their future tranſactĩons with Princes: - 


If his Royal Highneſs is embarraſſed, it is his duty to 
get rid of his embarraſſments by an ceconomy in his ex- 
penditure. A ſyſtem of frugality, voluntarily impoſed 
by himſelf, and moſt rigidly adhered to will, ſoon exo- 
nerate him from all his difficulties It will alſo prove 
that there is ſomething like contrition in him, and where 
there is contrition, we may reaſonably hope there is 
principle. The nation has a claim-to his repentance 
and amendment, nor can he give a better-pledge to the 
country, of his diſpoſition to reform, than hy going into 
that retirement which was fo pathetically recommended 
to him laſt Monday, by an honeſt and independent Mem- 
ber of the Houſe of Commons. The advice of Mr. H. 
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Duncombe is ſalutary, and well worthy of conſideration ; 
AE it argues fidelity to his conſtituents, and reſpect for the 
Heir Apparent; —it breathes loyalty to the Throne, and 
affection to the country, and the Prince, by adopting the 
good counſel that has been offered, will recover the eſteem 
and confidence of the people as rapidly as he has loſt them. 
In retirement he will derive advantages, by far more valu- 
able and important, than an emancipation from debt, 
and which, from the univerſal change that. has taken 
place in the minds of men, are become indiſpeuſible. 
It is full time that Princes ſhould become ſenſible of 
their dependent and relative ſituation, and know that 


they are amenable to juſtice, and liable to be puniſhed in 


common with the reſt of mankind—it is full time that they 
ſhould become competent to the duties of their profeſſion, 
and ceaſe to be tyrants, or cyphers, in their dominions, 

The Bill on this important queſtion, I am ſorry to 
find, is printed, and with a title which expreſsly de- 
clares, that Parliament will make a proviſion for the 
debts.” I was willing to attribute to an error of the 
preſs, what has a direct tendency to inſpire a well- 
founded diſtruſt of the integrity of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; I ſhould be ſorry to arraign the rectitude of that 
branch of the Legiſlature to which I feel attached, and 
which, I call Heaven to witneſs, it is my ſincereſt wiſh, 
ſhould preſerve its credit with the nation! but the duty 
that I owe to my country is paramount to all other conſi- 
derations; and if the Houſe of Commons ſhould unfortu- 


nately betray the truſt repoſed in them; if they ſhould, 


in ſervile complaiſance to the Heir Apparent, reſolve 
upon providing for debts, contracted in direct violation 
of a ſolemn promiſe; if they ſhould, forgetful of their 
duty, become accomplices in the guilt that would de- 


fraud the country of SEVEN HUNDRED THOU- 


E 
SAND POUNDS, I hope that the other branch of the 


Legiſlature, the Peers of Britain! will have the virtue ta 
come forward, and interpoſing their authority, ſtand (as 
they have already done) between a corrupt and danger- 
ous influence, and reſcue at once their Country from 
ruin, and its Legiſlature from ignominy. 

This is the hope of every honeſt and well-diſpoſed 
ſubject in the kingdom; it is the with of every friend to 
order and good government; it is the hope of thoſe who, 
deteſting anarchy, with to avoid the ncceſſity of an AP- 
PEAL, the conſequences of which it is impoſſible to 
foreſee, and which the Commons of Great Britain have 
it in their power to avoid, by a poſitive and peremptory 
refuſal to provide for the payment of debits contracted 
by vice and folly, and which A VARICE, combined with 
DESPOTISM, would inſolently and unfeelingly extort 
from a generous and impoveriſhed people. 
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THIRD POSTSCRIPT. 


JuLy, 1795. 


It has been inſinuated, with a degree of induſtry pro- 
portioned to the malignancy of the falſchood, that the 
foregoing pages have received the countenance of his 
Majeſty's Miniſters: The reſpect which is due to the 
confidential ſervants of the Crown, independent of that 
ſtrict and inflexible attachment to truth, from which no 
conſideration ſhall ever ſeduce or compel me to depart, 
requires that I ſhould give a direct and immediate con- 
tradiction to a calumny, as atrocious in deſign, as it is 
impudent in aſſertion. I have not the ſlighteſt commu- 
nication with any member of the cabinet, nox will I ever 
conſent, whatever my good wiſhes towards adminiſtra- 
tion may be, to ſquare my principles by their conveni- 
ence. 'The profuſion of the male branches of the Royal 
Family, and their contempt of all decency, are matters 
of public notoriety ; their levity has been the conſtant 
topic of converſation and complaint in all ſocieties; every 
voice has been raiſed againſt them, and all ranks and de- 
ſcriptions of people have expreſſed their alarm, at an 
obſtinacy bordering upon inſanity, which bidding defi- 
ance to all admonition, may be productive of much ſe- 
tious miſchicf to the country. The Conſtitution has 
been brought into hazard, by the ſtrong arguments which 
their conduct furniſh againſt royalty, and this danger has 
been increaſed by an application to Parliament, in a mo- 
ment of extreme calamity and diſtreſs, for pecuniary aid 
to diſcharge debts, moſt idly and moſt ſhamefully con- 
tracted, aſter a ſolemn promiſe had been given to the 

P 2 


ak on ©. 1 
- = ww "F'WTY 4 '— T x 


. 
— — — — —2— — - 4. 
- 


— 


"Kg 2 


1L ss J 
nation, that the pcople ſhould u? be called upon a SE- 
COND TIME. 

The ſanctity of the engagement has been, violated, 
and I have cenſured the violation with the ſeverity it de- 
ſerves, but not with the ſeverity which I could have 
done, from the facts in my poſſeſſion. If there is any 
thing criminal in what I have written, the guilt is en- 
tirely my own—Maniſters are perfectly innocent; they 
were neither acceſſaries before, nor after the fact, and I 
believe that the Letter to the Prince, is in as little favor 
at the Treaſury, as it is at Carleton Houſe, and that the 
Writer of it is in as little eſtimation with the Cabinet, 
as he is with the Oppoſition. As to the opinion of the 
law Lord, who recommended a proſecution to be inſti- 
tutcd againſt the Publiſher of this Pamphlet, it is merely 
the opinion of an individual, who has been floated by the 
tempeſt of paſt times, and the natural turbulence of his 
own irraſcible temper, from poverty and obſcurity, into 
unmerited credit and aMuecnce, and as ſuch, deſerves nei- 
ther credit nor atteniion ;-—it is merely the reſult of a 
mind diſeaſed: of a mind as coarſe, vulgar, and overbear- 
ing, as it is known to be wayward, petulgat, reſtleis, and 
difſatished ; of a mind in love with power and impatient 
of control; — perpetually cavilling, grumbling, and find- 
ing fault with every body and every thing, without incli- 
nation or capacity to amend what it condemns, or the 
magnanimity or juſtice to pardon what offends it ; prov- 
ing by its very deſpotiſm, its diſqualification for what it 
molt deſires, and rendering it the common intereſt of all 
mankind, that it ſhould be impotent and NULL. This 
officious, captious 1pſtart, hacknied in wrong, and h-tter 
verſed in the ſubtel!i-s and chicanery of the law, than in 


the principles of legiſlation, has in ſome degree autho- 


riſed the Nlanders which he affected to diſcountenance, 
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by requiring miniſtry (as a proof of their innocence) to 


proſecute the Author of this Letter as a libeller: this im- 


pertinent advice, founded in an impudent, palpable falſe- 
hood, for (who will pronounce a ſtatement of facts to 
libellous) is ſuſpicious; nor does it redound to the honor 
of his Lordſhip's underſtanding, that he ſhould have 
counſelled government to commit its dignity, and to ha- 


. zard ſomething more than its credit, by a conteſt with 


reaſon, ſupported by facts. 

I think, if he had conſulted either his library or his ex- 
perience, that he would have been leſs precipitate, and if 
his memory had not failed him, the recollection of his 
hiſtory and good fortune would certainly have taught him 
humility and filence;—T deſire no other Weapon to fell 
this Coloſſus to the earth, than his Character A variety 
of other reports, unworthy of notice, have been circu- 
lated, with a view to check the influence, and retard the 
progreſs of truth, but it would be endleſs to refute every 
idle rumor, that goſſipping ignorance, or miſchievous 
malice may fabricate. I have no leifure for ſuch occu- 
pation, and the „e Lord may be aſſured, that I have 
as litile reliſh for CANTERBURY TALES as himſelf, 
though not preciſely from the ſame motive—That he is 
a better judge of what conſtitutes a libel, and that he has 
gained more by proſecuting ſuch publications, than the 
Author of the preceding pages ever wiſhes to gain by 
writing them, will readily be admitted by thoſe, who 
are acquainted with the characters of the two men, but 
that a love of litigation ſhould, even in the very decline of 
life, triumph over the mild dictates of policy and equity, 
is a melancholy proof of the wonderful force and influ- 
ence of habit! That his Lordſhip, who is fo much in- 
debted to accident, and fo little to merit for his extraor- 
dinary ſucceſs in life, ſhould with to involve the Prince 
n a conteſt where much may be ft, and nathing can be 
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nation, that the people ſhould nt be called upon a SE- 
COND TIME. 

The ſanctity of the engagement has been, violated, 
and I have cenſured the violation with the ſeverity it de- 
ſerves, but not with the ſeverity which I could have 
done, from the facts in my poſſeſſion. If there is any 
thing criminal in what I have written, the guilt is en- 
tirely my own—Miniſters are perfectly innocent; they 
were neither acceſſaries before, nor after the fact, and I 
believe that the Letter to the Prince, is in as little favor 
at the Treaſury, as it is at Carleton Houſe, and that the 
Writer of it is in as little eſtimation with the Cabinet, 
as he is with the Oppoſition. As to the opinion of the 
law Lord, who recommended a proſecution to be inſti- 
tutcd againſt the Publiſher of this Pamphlet, it is merely 
the opinion of an individual, who has been floated by the 
tempeſt of paſt times, and the natural turbulence of his 
own irraſcible temper, from poverty and obſcurity, into 
unmerited credit and 2Muecnce, and as ſuch, deſerves nei- 
ther credit nor atten ion ;—it is merely the reſult of a 
mind diſeaſed: of a mind as coarſe, vulgar, and overbear- 
ing, as it is known to be wayward, petul-ot, reſtleſs, and 
diſſatisfied; of a mind in love with power and impatient 
of control; — perpetually cavilling, grumbling, and find- 
ing fault with every body and every thing, without incli- 
nation or capacity to amend what it condemns, or the 
magnanimity or juſtice to pardon what offends it; prov- 
ing by its very deſpotiſm, its diſqualification for what it 
molt defires, and rendering it the common intereſt of all 
mankind, that it ſhould be impotent and NULL. This 
officious, captious ſtart, hacknied in wrong, and hutter 
verſed in the ſubtel!i-5 and chicanery of the law, than in 
the principles of legitlation, has in ſome degree autho- 
riſed the llanders which he affected to diſcountenance, 
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by requiring miniſtry (as a proof of their innocence) to 
profecute the Author of this Letter as a libeller: this im- 
pertinent advice, founded in an impudent, palpable falſe- 
hood, for (who will pronounce a ſtatement of facts to 
libellous) is ſuſpicious; nor does it redound to the honor 


of his Lordſhip's underſtanding, that he ſhould have 


counſelled government to commit its dignity, and to ha- 


Zard ſomething more than its credit, by a conteſt with 


reaſon, ſupported by facts. 

I think, if he had conſulted either his library or his ex- 
perience, that he would have been leſs precipitate, and if 
his memory had not failed him, the recollection of his 
hiſtory and good fortune would certainly have taught him 
humility and filence;—1I deſire no other Weapon to fell 
this Coloſſus to the earth, than his Character A variety 
of other reports, unworthy of notice, have been circu- 
lated, with a view to check the influence, and retard the 
progreſs of truth, but it would be endleſs to refute every 
idle rumor, that goſſipping ignorance, or miſchievous 
malice may fabricate. TI have no leifure for ſuch occu- 
pation, and the , Lord may be affured, that I have 
as litile zeliſh for CANTERBURY TALES as himſelf, 
though not preciſely from the ſame motive That he is 
a better judge of what conſtitutes a libel , and that he has 
gained more by proſecuting ſuch publications, than the 
Author of the preceding pages ever wiſhes to gain by 
writing them, will readily be admitted by thoſe, who 
are acquainted with the characters of the two men, but 
that a love of litigation ſhould, even in the very decline of 
life, triumph over the mild dictates of policy and equity, 
is a melancholy proof of the wonderful force and influ- 
ence of habit! That his Lordſhip, who is fo much in- 
debted to accident, and fo little to merit for his extraor- 
dinary ſucceſs in life, ſhould with to involve the Prince 
n a conteſt where “ much may be kf, and nething can be 
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gained” — neither argues diſcretion nor affection, for af- 
fection would have given better counſel, and at his age, 
we expect the judgment to be more temperate and cor- 
rect.— This man, I am afraid, is too old to learn mora- 
lity, or I could ſchool him to better purpoſes If how- 
ever his advice ſhould be adopted, and the Bookſeller 
be required, by legal proceſs, to diſcover the Author of 
the offenſive Letter, my name will be no longer a ſecret; 
I ſhall feel myſelf bound in honor to come forward, and 
ſhield, if poſſible, an innocent man, dependent on his 
induſtry for a maintenance, from the conſequences which 
may enſue, and for which I ought to be reſponſible. It 
is impoſſible to ſay at preſent, what interpretation the 
laws may give to my well-intentioned zeal; but when- 
ever they are called upon to decide, my attachment to 
the Conſtitution will be acknowledged, even by thoſe 
who have been the moſt active in arraigning it; the juſ- 
tice of the cauſe I have eſpouſed, inſpires me with con- 
fidence, and I am prepared for the event. The mind, 
conſcious of its rectitude, cannot ſink into deſpondency ; 
its ſtrength and exertions will ever keep pace with oc- 
caſion, and I will cheerfully truſt my fortune, my liber- 
ty, and my reputation, to the verdict of an ENGLISH 


JURY. 
FINIS. 
C——_— _———— —__———___—__——__—_«_——— 


ERRATA, 


Page 4, line 7, inſert the word may between the words for lneſi and Bt 
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In the Winter will be publiſhed, by J. Owsx, Piccadilly, 


AN 


ADDRESS TO THE BISHOPS, 


ON 


THE DANGER 


TO BE APPREHENDED TO OUR 


ECCLESIASTICAL ESTABLISHMENTS, 


FROM 
THE PROFLIGATE EXAMPLE 
OF SOMEK OF THE 


NON-RESIDENT PAROCHIAL CLERGY, 
AND THE NECESSITY 
(If it is meant to awoid additional Scandal to the Church) 


OF ORDERING EVERY INCUMBENT TO RESIDE ON 
HIS LIVING, 


AND TO ACT IN CONFOEMITY TO HIS STATION, 


To which will be added, 


A POSTSCRIPT,” -. 


Stating the Advantages that will reſult to the 2 zr an 
Religim, from an equalization of Church Livings thrangb- 
zul England and IM ales. 


— 


